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pion Hart, bow firifthy. the. Truth: has beet 


| his rare and new-invented\Poclktt-Book; 
fice in getting ſenſibly drunk, whore Ing 


rienced Country." Squires; ds he is dat 'i it 
call them: Of theſe Particulars, the Au- 


obtaining a Deed of Gift and Will in Favour 
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The. few Lines following were. interi * 
for the Cloſe of this {mall Work, b 


bu 
there not being Room, it was thatght 
proper to give them a Place here, 


© 


, Mr, Cant, upon Peru al gal of the follow: 
Sheets, muff be convinced, in hig 


adbered to, henoill not, it is hoped, go about to 
deny any * Thi ng or Fat thereinrelated, preſu- 
ming upon his Superiority at this Time in 
Point of Circumſtances : Since, ſhould he be 
fo diſingenuousas.thrs; it may 2b re the Au- 
thor to make known to the World the Uſe of 


with his never-to-he-enough-adnred. Arti- 


tereſt 1s bh Purſuit, amongſt raw un-expe- 


thor, if urged to it, will Þroduce andeniah 
ble Proof, withous omitting the upright and 
conſcientious Method taken by Mr. Cant in 


of himſelf from a certain Gentlewoman that | 


died wt Year and abe. at bis Houſe, 


* * 


2 2488988 
- 04 4 
7 


THE 


P R E F ACE. 


© . many Diſadvanta- 
ges I labour under, al- 
a moſt diſhearten me 
Is from doing myſelf 
that Juſtice which, in 
Reaſon and Equity, [ ought ; firſt, 

from the great Prejudice' the 
World muſt haveconceived againſt 
me from the various Reports that 
have been ſpread, and, ſecondly, 

from the Diſpoſition of foe Minds 
which are, in a wonderful Man- 
ner, prepared to take in Slander : 
I am no leſs ſenfible alſo how dif- 
ficult a Matter it is even for the 
A 2 ableit 


iv PREFACE. 


ableſt Advocate to defend the 
Cauſe of the Unfortunate, ſince, 
with the Generality, their very 
Condition is enough to make them 
abhorred, and, of conſequence, 

how improbable, nay almoſt im- 
poſſible it is for me to ſucceed in 
an Undertaking of this Kind, who 
am ſo 2 ualified both from 
want of Genius (which the preſent 
Caſe in an eſpecial, Manner re- 

quires) and by being obliged to re- 
move ſometimes from Place to 

Place with the greateſt Precipita- 

tion and Diſquiet : Which muſt 
with every reaſonable Thinker de- 
prive me of many Advantages a 
Mind that is free and diſengaged 
is Maſter of, It was upon theſe 
Conſiderations I had much A-do 
to prevail upon myſelf to make my 
Caſe known to the World, but - 
reflecting, Silence, in a Caſe of 
this Nature, might give my Adver- 


lary 


PREFACE. ' „ 
ſary Handle to triumph, ſince his 
Reputation would be clear as being 


3 unqueſtioned, whilſt mine, with 
not a Few, not only has but does 


ſuffer greatly, I at length reſolved 
on this as an Expedient proper, in 
my Opinion, to ſet me in a true, 
and, conſequently, a fairer Light to 
the World, than I now ſtand in. 
Another Motive to the writing 
the following Sheets were the many 
falſe Accuſations ſuggeſted by him 
in Prejudice of me; but when 1 
confider'd that a Neglect to ſpeak 
to an Affair of ſo much Importance 
as this, might not only affect myſelf, 
but ſome others alſo who will ap- 
pear concerned with us, this, in- 
deed, did rouſe me to take Pen in 
Hand in good Earneſt: And I beg 
it may be noted here, that I ſhall 
only exhibit to the Peruſal of the 
Publick Matters of Fact, and ſuch 
Things as are in themſelves Truths, 
FR. . wuoith- 
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without daring to deviate in the 
leaſt to the one Hand or to the 6. 
ther, ſince, being ſenſible of the 
hard Name T go by with ſome; tho” 
in a great Degree unmerited, as I 
hope to make appear before I con- 
clude, forme toadvance any thing 
which either my Adverfary or o- 
thers might object to as falſe, might 
perhaps be the moſt i improper with 
| Regard to myſelf, as well as unjuſt 
Method I could take: I ſhall there- 
fore confine myſelf ſolely to Occur- 
rences as they happen'd, and if, in 
any or moſt of them, Men he'i is 
concerned, I can, by a fair and im- 
partial Repreſentation, bring in my 
Adverſary guilty in a greater or 
leſs Degree, I hope, ſuch of the 
World as are now my Enemies will 
then abate, in Proportion, of their 
Prejudice againſt me; and, in Con- 
fidence of this, I ſhall be as parti- 


| cular, as need may require, .in the 
. Rela- 


PREFACE. M. 
Relation of ſuch Actions as either 
tend to clear myſelf, or charge my 
4 fages where his Reputation/is con- 
JJ cerned, only.us d-Alſſert ion againſt 
him, it is becauſe the Thing, really 
and, in itſelf, Would not admit of 
Prom : And here this has hap- 
pen d 1: have endeavour d to ſup- 
ply the Defect by adhering to 
F acts imply as they fell out, with 
that Rigidneſs as ſometimes, where 
the Caſe would. per mit, even to 
commend my Adyerſary, But, to 
BD within Bounds of a mederate 
E efaęe, my Requeſt to the Rea- 
der is, he would daitly and impar- 
Z tally, all Prejudice ſet ade, con» 
ider the following Caſe in all its 
Parts, and eſpecially in that which 
anſwers to my Adverſary's Charge 
againſt me in his Advertiſement: 
And, if I can have ſuch a candid 
Peruſal, I ſhall think myſelf well 

oft, 
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off, be the Reſult what it will, in 
my Favour or againſt me, net I 
defire not to eome-off Vier, but 
where I can have it fairly, © | 
But, as it may not be i improper 
to touch u pon i it here, the Method 
obſerved in this ſmall Trad is this, 
viz. Firſt, I ſet down Facts or 
Things as they happen'd in Order 
of Time, Secondly, ſome Confi- 


derations to prove or confirm ſuch {© 


F acts, Thirdly, an Anſwer to cer- 
tain Reports rais 'd to my Diſad- 
vantage, Fourthly and laſtly, an 
Addreſs to my Creditors.” But, 
having been full enough on this, 
I now bh to ths next Part or 


Caſe _ 


The CASE between Mr. CANT 
| and Mr. PORTER. 


685% Eing perſbaded it 117 give the 
195 Publick a clearer Inſight into 
* the Caſe I am going to __ 

SES. by beginning from my firſt 
quaintance | with Mr. Cant, rather thi 
entering directly into the principal 8 
in Diſpute, which was in the Year 

I chuſe'to- begin from this Period. 

had been a ſhort time ſettled at _ 
Mr. Cant, who was then unknown to me, 
came to my Houſe, telling me he had a 
Writ againſt me for lixty Pounds, which 
was ſent to him from one Mr. Graves of 
Serjeant's-Tan, Attorney: I told him it 
was very hard upon me, ſince it was no 
Debt of mine; for that I endors'd th: 
Note upon no other Conſideration than 
to ſerve Mr. Eadnall, then of Southamt- 
ten Buildings, and therefore hoped he 
would not exccute it, but wait a Week 
(, B Or 


5 
or ten Days till J could go to London 
to get the Affair ſettled; for was he to 
cauſe me to be Arreſted, it would do me 
no ſmall Prejudice, as being juſt come to 
the Place; beſides, I much doubted whe- 
ther I could get Bail or no: In anſwer 
to which, he hoped I would excuſe him, 

5 for that he had ſtrict Orders from Mr. 
i Graves to get good Bail, for that I was 
x repreſented to be in really deſperate Cir- 
q cumſtances ; and to prove what he faid, 
SE] pull'd out a Letter, which he had from 
Mr. Graves, and read it to me, by which 
I found his Inſtructions were full to Arreſt 
5 me. This, with his telling me he had en- 
quired at Lincoln what my Circumſtances 
might be, and found them to agree with 
the Account ſent him by Mr. Graves, made 
me very uneaſy ; and whether Mr. Cant 
might perceive it or no, I cannot tell; 
however, after ſome Pauſe, he faid, 
you mult pay me and Bailiff for coming 
over, if I agree to this, becauſe, ſays he, 
you know very well I cannot charge it to 
Mr. Graves, therefore, if you'll give me 
4 five Guineas for our Journey, and meet 
me Sunday next at Ancaſter, I will have 
| a Bail-Bond ready, and find you Bail; the 
Sum deſired I paid down, and met him 
and his Bailiff at the Time and Place ap- 
| | pointed, 
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pointed, where he told me if I would 
give his Bailiff a Guinea, he ſhould be 
Bail for me; and he, on the other hand, 


* was willing to accept him: Upon this I 
gave his Bailiff one Guinea, and to Mr. 
Cant either two or three; but whether I 


cannot tell, it being ſo long ſince. After 
this I determined to go to London to Mr. 
Eadnall; but, before I got there, he had 
either diſcharged the Note, or, at leaſt, 
me from my Engagement, ſo that I ne- 
ver heard more 51 it, or of Mr. Cant, 
till about half a Vear after, when it ſo 
fell out that we both lodged at the ſame 
Houſe in London: Where, after his expreſ- 
ſing a Deſire to become acquainted with 
me, we ſoon became very intimate, and 
ſeldom without one another's Company: 
And all this without the leaſt hint of 
what his Deſign was or will appear to have 
been hereafter, We had not lodged in 
chis Houſe many Days when Mr, Cant, 
A perceiving me to be more than ordinarily 
22 penſive, and full of Thought, generouſly, 
and in a moſt friendly Manner, to my 

thinking then, aſk'd me the Reaſon there- 
of: Upon this, I told him frankly, and 
without Reſerve, I had ſeveral Debts in 
London, for which I was made very unea- 
A iy. This, in my Conſcience, I did not 
= B 2 reveal 
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(4) 
reveal to him with the leaſt Hopes of his 
aſſiſting me, as knowing he had already 


too great an Inſight into my Affairs, by the 


Account which Mr. Graves and others 


had given him of me; but, to my agreea-, 


ble Surprize, he told me if two hundred 
Pounds might be of any Service to me, he 
could ſpare it for ſome time: Upon which, 

Neceſſity ſo urging, I embraced the Offer, 
and received the Money; which, I muſt 

own at this Diſtance, was of extraordinary 
Service to me at that Time; and, indeed. 
I could look upon him in no other Light: 
than as a real Friend, and, from that Time, 
was glad of all Opportunities of being in his 
Company; but, before I diſmiſs this Par- 
ticular, I muſt acquaint the Reader that. 
I took no leſs Pains towards the punctual. 


Payment of this Money, than I had plea- 


ſure in the Receipt of it. Theſe Tran- 
actions, requiring ſome time, created be- 
tween us ſuch an Intimacy that Mr. Cant 
frequently aſſured me, that whenever I. 
had Occaſion for Money, or other Service : 
he could do me, I needed but to ſend to 
him, and I ſhould not be deny'd ; for that 
he ſeldom was without, having either of 
his own, or Clients Money in his Hands, 
ſo that, indeed, I ſeldom had Occaſion 


were it for a ſmall or greater Sum, but I 
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(5) 
made Uſe of him; and in this Degree of 
Intimacy we continued for ſome Time, 
and, I muſt own, without his inſiſting upon 
any very extravagant Intereſt. At length 
he difcovered to me an Inclination or Lik- 
ing to my Siſter- in- lar, and, at the ſame 
Time, deſird that I wquld not only break 
the Matter to her, but alſo do . all the 
good Offices I could in that Way: In An- 
iwer to which, I. told him he was very 
welcome to my Houſe, and that he might 
. himfelf, - he might meet with as 
much Reſpect and Civility from me and 
my Family as any other of my Acquain- 
tance; and that, if an Opportunity offer'd, 
1 ſhould not be wanting to uſe my Intereſt,. 
ſo far as that of a Brother with his $iſter- 
could be ſu ppoſed to extend, in his Behalf :/ 
Which accordingly ] did; and I believe he 
might be received, and. entertained; s- a 
Perſon, that defired to have ſome. Share 
in her Affections: During this, my Af. 
fairs went ſmoothly,. be not ſhewing” 
the leaſt. Uneaſineſs for his Money; 
at length they two. diſagreeing, . for 
Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, 4 ſoo 
began to find a Change in Mr. Caut's Be- 
8 for, inſtead of Fee Words and ob- 
ing Carriage, I now met with little eiſe 
8 an e and high Demands of Iote- 
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State or Condition I now am in: For, being 


66) 
reſt: Which, there being no other Way 
to avoid it, I was forced to take up with; 


tho' it was certainly, if not the principal, 
yet a main Cauſe of reducing me to the 


at that Time indebted to Mr. Cant in a con- 
ſiderable Sum, and he inſiſting upon imme- 
diate Payment, with Pretence that, if he had 
his Money, he could make much greater 
Advantage of it than he did by its being 
lodged in my Hands, I was obliged to 
comte to his Terms either of immediate 
Payment or of ſomething, by way of Præ- 
mium, for Forbearance: I now plainly ſaw 
what his Words aimed at, and faid to him : 
Mr. Cant, 'you lent” me this Money, as 1 
was willing t6-underſtand at the Time I 
borrowed it, out of Friendſhip, and to do 
me Service; but, if you inſiſt upon it now, 

the Prejudice thereby will be much greater 
than the Service it did me: And therefore, 

if your only Reaſon'of calling it out of my 
Had be to make a greater Advantage of 
it, let me know what more, by way of Præ- 
mium, will ſatisfy you, and i will give it; 
ſince i is not in m Power to pay the 
Principal at this Time. He ſeeming averſe 
for ſome Time to what I had ſaid, by 
Reaſon' he wanted his Money, and,” that 
n he * forbear it, it was purely to ob- 


lige 


| S# 

lige me, conſented at laſt it ſhould remain 
in my Hands, and that he would refer all 
to my Generoſity : Whereupon I imme- 


> ditely went to my Buroe, and told him 


out thence thirty-eight Guineas, and two 
Shillings, which I gave him ; and fearing 
he might think it too little, told him it was 
all I could ſpare. Upon which he reply'd, 
he hoped I would remember him, when 
it ſhould be in my Power, with ſomething 
more : Then I thought I might in Reaſon 
hope for ſome Eaſe or Reſpite from Trou- 
ble ; but, inſtead thereof, one Month was 
not paſt when he was pleaſed to-pay me a 
Viſit, and, tho' he did not poſitively in- 
fiſt upon more Money at that Time, he 
et gave me to underſtand, that he thought 
had been dilatory: To ſuch Inſinuation 

I made anſwer, that it had not been in my 
Power to make him the Return he might 
expect, but that I would, as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble; whereupon he ſeemed in ſome De- 
gree eaſy, but ſtill repeated his Viſits, al- 
ways making my Houſe a Kind of Inn for 
himſelf and Servant; ſeldom coming but 
he muſt have away with him either a Sum 
of Money or ſomething equivalent: Which 
drain'd my Pocket to that Degree that 1 
had not wherewith to pay even my com- 
mon Tradeſinen: And this proved no 
_ 


990 


ſmall Detriment to me, as may eafily he 


ſuppoſed. After he had gone on in · this 
Mannes for ſome Time; he inſiſted on his 


Money being paid in, upon Pretence he 
could not be without it; but told me; at 
the ſame Time, he had a Relation at Now 
er chat had Twelve Hundred Pounds 

to put- out to Intereſt; which he wouls 
unggctake to procure for me, - upon Con- 


dition Loud pay him handſomely for wan 
Trouble and Procuration, and alſq all ti 
_— that vas due to him from me; ts 


which I made anfwer, that J had no: * 


Security td give, And that the» Gentlemas, 


would hardly accept of Ferſonal Security. 

Pugh! wagh 1 ſays he; let me alone. Pf 
cab it up for you, and rather than you 
ſhall fail of this. Money, Tul pe bound with 
you.; and therefore; ſays he, conſider of it 


three or four Weeks; and then let me know 


the beſt Security «you can-give. Accords 
ingly-I did, and, hen we were met, told - 
age Teould think: of no other Security 
than his Bond and mine, as he was ſe: good · 


as to offer it; that I ſhould have bean glad 
to have given Land- Security, bus that my 
Eſtate was already mortgaged, and- there 
fore could not come at the Writnias, but 


if they pleaſed" to accept of a- N Ort gage 
_ as it was, they ſhould readdly hams 


it. 
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.% and I believ d Ke Security was ſoffi- 
E cient, however will be ſo when the Join- 
=> wure is fallen i in: Well, ſays he, that will 
do, and I Il acquaint my Couſin Srorey with 
it the next Welk, and let you know what 
IF Succeſs 1 have; but, without acquainting 
him therewith, ' ke wrote to me to come 
to him to Grantham, where, after fome 
Diſcourſe, he ſaid he did not ſęe he was 
obliged to acquaint his Confin Srorey with 
the prior Mortgages: For, fays he, —— is 7 


Ford muſt 705 it; do you en A 

fice-Copy of your Uncle's Will, and * 
me alone for the reſt. I ſhall tell my Cou- 
fin Storey, that ywu are juſt come to the 
Eſtate, and that, as there is a Jomture upon 
it, the Party has all the Title-Deeds : And 
-rhat I have bee wich the Tenants, and 
found the Partichlars of the Eſtate to he 4 
Fhag given in; and, fa he, TI tell him 
mord6ver, the Eftate deen ſo many 
. — N meth iy 

"i ma ritngs tb 

de found a0 8 that, ſays he, you 
baxe nothing to do bat obſerve what I ſay, 
which is this: I fall call you 'Squire, and 
repteſent you to my Cauſin a 4 Gentle- 
man of great Fortune, and that you want 
this Money to pay for an Eſtate you have 
Ju bought, and de ſure you do not let a 
Cc Word 


1 109 
Word drop that you belong te the * 5 
This Propcſition of a DES O unerpech⸗ 
edly, Lx. as glad 0 e not àppre- 
hending any.: Danger, might. enſue S 
0 | either to. Mr. Storey or 28 * tince, As 
| Mr. Cant was to join 1 Ir 1 85 


not 0 15 to the at.of — 
cory 59 5 Thould _ 
More 5 ae 7 7 been! cfore; 


Plan 1 gh erp th 


. 8 Aae EH. it was for rd ears, After 
1 5 Mr. Cant had pres atters thus, = 
{iſh Thing next;fo, be Fs was the Payment 


Ul vf the Money  fevgral ys Were appoint- : 
| i ede bag Fore FR | 
i es Jr, call 

1 | 

. A e T. 705 Fo 5 ab 

141 was paſs d, by mez, de lever Pin 

* nane) between my. Wi. Es Wl 

19 cho NE, Gent offer'd — bounch 3 

ont Securtty was rejected. for at Time. Nhont 

| a Week. after this, Mr. Cpt ras ig me 

1 ta come to him to Grantham F] 

a es dd ne he had ken e 


- 
4s 4% 
-X 4} 
—=- 
- 
44 


(rr) 
| $56 1 had, and he Would let me has 
Fechten, royided. my "SifteF-in-la) 
would join wi me inthe Banck In An⸗ 
fwer to which. told bim, Was it fo fave 


| F me from Ruln,* 922 20 I = Bo NP ler — 


chert would the Y alt. 

ed not tell me, 'the Votes ' mult 5 11 
ve; for J have Peowied it to.ſcottal Pers 

fons, fo I U order a Bond to be Alled up 

directly, and ſend it to Lincoln, ind; in 


Caſe you can't prevail upon her "to dots 


Toryebody elſe muſt ; Thereupon he fent 

one Mr. Burton his Clerk at that Time to 

rp Sl Who I am ſatisfyd never faw 
Siſter ; which, T dare fay, he yn 90 

when there ſhall be Occafton, 

Tut the whole Affair in a true 0 1 2 

this notwithſtanding, 1 Mr. Cant, ratlie 

he would be difap pointed of his Mon 

good p the Wages ſo 4 s to fign the the Bond 

in his own Office as à Witneſs to her ex- 


Ecating it, tho” ſhe at that Time was dit- 


tant no leſs than twenty Miles, and 10 
could. not poſſibly know what was trahſ- 
acting: For, fays he, if my Name be but 
to it, it will aſs without Sufpi icion; well, 
But 595 I, I, Mr. Cant, pleaſe ta conſider 
the Hazard of aich a Proceeding. Pugh! 
pugh.! * ſays he, if my Couſin ſhould be 


"uncaſy afiet he has tent his Money, I muſt 


C 225 hear 


— = 2 = — _ - 
— 


„ — 
—— — - 
” _ 


— —— cw 
— " - - 


——̃ . . —— ——2˖0—ð*—èkö œa . 


F I 
* * — 4 — — . — 
* 22 — 


. +4 

Ne * 

— — ——ͤ — — 
— 2 223 — > 
« _ ＋ — 


3 
* — — 


— 
2 „ W 
: 
- - — — 14 
- —— — 
— . * 
— 


S - > Þ-5 s ” 
RO —ůů — —— ey = —_—_—— ——__— 2 
— + + — — * * — — - * — 
— — * * 2 * 


— 


\ 


( 12) 


hear of it firſt; a being his Attarney-; and 
be not you uncaſy; for . of it he be infuſed” 
n, I'll procure the Money for you 
ener. Upon this Aſſurance I made 
myſelf as ay as. I could? he then ap- 
inted a Day for me 0 meet him at 
ſarringbam, When the Money was to be 


well remember Mr. 5 torey's Coupcel 
Ir. Cant in -exprels Wo. whether he 
ſaw _my Siſter execute the Bond; Towhich } 
Mr. Cont reply'd in the Affirmative, that 
Ks i Ar her execute it. Mr, 

torey 3 without further Hefitation, 
"five H bad. executed the Marigage, pull'd 
out 4 Bill of. Bills for the Sum of Twelve 
Hundred Pounds, offering them to me; 
but. Mr. Cant was pleaſed to put out his 
Hand, and y, Give them to ins, 'tis all 


co on which Day I met him oe oh 


bons: Having thus ended this Aﬀair, Mr. 


Cant and 1 went to Derby to get the Bills 


changed; e ee 0" Lag bbo- | -4 


— whore. we ſettled out dee g 
And there appeared due to him in his une 
reaſonable Way of reckoning One Thou- 
ſand and Fifty-eight Pounds, excluſive of 
what he charged me for Procuration, Jour- 
nies, making the Writings, &c. Sc. which Þ 
entirely ſwept away the Remainder. But, 
before 1 quit this Particular, I muſt beg , 


(13) 

| Leave to inform the Reader that Mr. Sto- 
rey and Councel inſiſted, that: as ſoon as 1 
© ſhould have the Title copfirm'd to me. (of- 
the Eſtate Mr. Cant bad aſſur d them I. 
I had purchas d) I ſhould grant a 17, 6-8 
: n that, as a Security; 
j I agreed to: For, Mr: Cant having aſſured 8 
chem, that this Maney was. —— for no 
other Uſe but to be applied towards the 
Diſcharge of the Purchaſe- Money, I could 
no Way avoid making: ſuch -a. 2 — | 
without either diſobli BOG Mr. Storey, ot 
giving him Cauſe to fuſpe&t I had made 
no lch Purchaſe as was e Thus- 
was I drayn in Step 12 without. any 
the leaſt Intention to do Harm to any. One. 
This - Affair had not been Garden a _ 
Time, before Mr, Storey began t to be 1 ; 
uncaſy for the performance of the Pr | 
to give him — collateral Security; and, — | 
555 N Requeſt, Mr. Cant came, and demanded | 
the "Au he made Mr. Storey believe; | 
dot at laſt not being able to make him eafy 
any longer, he wrote to me to come to 
bim to Grantham ;, and when I came to. 
him there, he informed me that, in ſhort, 
” Mr. Storey would not be eaſy any longer, 
for that he had enquired. into my Circum- 
ſtances, and found them otherwiſe than 

they h had at firſt been repreſented to him by 


#4) 
dim : $6 that fome Means at other muſt he 
thought of, to make him eafy. Upon this 
I ſaid, Mr. Cant, you know it is not in 
my Power to make hirn fo, I am now. | 
worſe off than ever; for you ; know I hive 
no collateral Security to give him; well 
but, ſays he, I affur'd' him you had 
actually purchaſed your Siſter's Mciey o 2 
the Manours of Cainby arid Gleitham, fo | 
that I ſhall ſee if I Act halls him eaſy 
with that ;whereto J reply d, Mr. Cant, 1 
ſhall be no more able to perform this, than 
1 was the collateral Security promiſed, 
which has occafioned all this Trouble and 
Expence. Did not you aſſure me that i 
he was uneafy for his Money, you would 


take- Care to borrow it ſomewhere 5g ? 


Upon this, ſays he, if you are willing to 
be at the Expence, TI try to procure it 
from ſome other Client upon an Aſſign- 
ment from my Couſin Storey of the ſame 
Security which he has. I replied, I was 
glad to be at any Expence, ſo I could but 
be eaſy and quiet. After he had endea- 
voured for ſome time to get this Money, he 
wrote to me to come to him to Grantham z 
but, inſtead of having got the Money as 1 
expected, he only acquainted me he bd 
feen Mr. Storey again, and that he was 
en to that Degree, that he was 

forc'd 


F 15 

2 to aſſure him, that I had got. a Cort- 
veyance from my Siſtgr of her Moiety of 
7 the Eſtate, and 1 being a r him! in 


veyance in 
might N ima: that he — 4 75 
part with it till ſuch time as he, ſhould be 
repaid his Money: Theſe Pretences to-My. 
Storey Sve Riſe t to. the counterfeit Con- 
CE, which he is now in, ſuit for A be- 
ſides ne farther aur g 2 5 that 
4 9520 0 ton very rich, "Ay 
I Mag 0 haves eryconhidera 

15 0 of wu hich Iameęnded 
ut he aS 50 Reit out 


onſiderabl le Sunn, Which 
Theſe Pre- 
den 10 the 2 ritings 
5 dhe Aſſpranre nt put 


„Nr rr, Things 
da Month. two; 


ent to Mr, Cond; 
g N. Storey ſeem d eaſy, 


211 a 43 he 


pd 55 


letSum in a 


f,,tho' | hiſs ad- 


(ib). 


L he: yet underhand and privately enquiradints | 2 
1 my Circumſtances, a poke been told ſince 
by and, _— but an indifferent Account of 
1 them, I believe he might Begin to ſuſpect 
1 both Mr. Cant and me, eſpecially as there 
had been ſo much Triffing and Delay; 
| and, in Fact, it- wis ſo: For he poſitively 
45 inſiſted 1 upon his Money, or elfe to ſee tlie 
F Conveyance from my Siſter, and likewiſe 
| 


"what Pretenſions 1 bd to receiye ſo much 
Money of à Relation : Whereupon Mr. 
Tt. Cant aſſur d him, he ſhould be ſatisßed as 
1. to botli. At my next Meeting with Mr. 
{ft Cant, he informed me of the whole -Dif- 
Wil! courſsthat had paſs'd between him and Mr. 
ht! Storey; —— uneafy, = 
1 Ang it impoſſible to do any y fuch Tig Trib 
. —— romiſed ; that is, Licher to let 
fs i de the Conveyatice from. my Sitter, 
. 2 to 3 — him upon what Pretenſiom 
I had fuck a a — an e from « Relr- 
tion. Pugh! Pugh! fays he, that's nothing; 
he won't require any: Aﬀignment of thein, 
the Sight alone will be fofficicnt to male 
him eafy ; ſo that no Hatm or Icom 
ines e attend us: The Neceſſiy 1 
was in, and the Apprebenſions of à Jail, 
and other Fears, fotted tne to confent tb 
Nis patching up Things thus in my Name, 
in order to make Mr. Storey ealy: Ami 
accord- 


ö 3 


1 


6 


1 


2 they had the deſired Effect for 


ſome ſhort time. 


The State of my. Af- 


* | fairs being now whiſpered about more than 


before, they, no doubt; thereby grew worle, 


At length Mr. Cant inform'd me that Mr. 


Storey had wrote to him, and ; oſitively in- 
oF fitted upon an Aſſignment of 

which were ſuppos d to be given me by:my 

Relation: Upon this, ſaid I to Mr. Cant; 

What can I do now? I have depended 


e Wrjdngs 


upon your. Word and Intereſt; and, inſtead 
of bringing me out, you draw me more 
and more into Inconveniencies: Well, 
fays he, let me alone, I'll yet manage it 
for you. How, reply'd I? Thus, fays he ; 
you ſhall .make an Ailizament of thoſe 
Writings: to, my Couſin, and I Il tell him; 
that you will not part with them, becauſs 
von expect the Money to be paid very 


Joon; and therefore if they . ſhould be 
out of your. Hands, it might prevent yout 
receiving the. Money 

nme, adds. he; I will propoſe. that, they 
be. depoſited with me in Truſt for 
vou both: For, ſays. he, that will make 
bim eaſy; and be as fate to. you as if you | 
had them in your own Hands. r 
ingly I executed an Aſſignment to Mr. Sta- 


and, at the ſame 


rey; and this — Security was lodge 
ed. in the Hands of Mr. Cant. Then. I 


by 
KC. 
4 
© 


D 


thought 


„ 618 2 
198 thought I might hope for ſome Reſt, wit 1 


” ſuch time as it ſhould be in my Power to 
10 ec.kxtricate myſelf from theſe Difficulties ; but 
' many Weeks had not paſs'd when either 
vl from Mr. Storey's Uneaſineſs or Mr. Cant's 
. Deſire of getting more Money from me, 


a I receiv'd a Summons from the Jatter, 
| that Mr. Storey expected a Warrant of At- 
torney to confeſs Judgment for 1200 J. as 
a further Security; and he adviſed me by 
all Means not to deny it, ſince it would 
= make Mr. Storey entirely eaſy : : With this I 
readily comply'd, as being aſſur'd that the 
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„ chief Inconvenience which could attend 
i this, was the Expence. Beſides, I thought 
400 the leaſt Thing I could do, was to give 
1 the beſt Security that was in my Power: 
ja This being done, Things ſeem'd to be in 
1 5 ſome degree of Tranquillity again; and, 

|; indeed, for a longer Space than they had 
. been at any time before. As I am willing 
3} to relate Things as they fell out according 
[| to order of Time, I ſhall, for a while, 


diſmiſs this Particular, to give ſome Ac 3 
count of another, which-hap ned between 
me and one Mr. Lovett of Nottingham : 
The Occaſion of my having to do with 


my this Gentleman was this ; having ſpent 8 
V4 much both Money and Time in endeavou- 1 
. ring to make Mr. Storey eaſy, I had made 

it. Ds my 
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my Creditors in London very impatient, 
in putting them off from Time to Time. 


However I had not been there many Days, 
before I was Arreſted for 1200 J. with 
which I acquainted Mr. Cant, who was 


then in Town; and, upon giving him In- 
demnity, he became bound with me for 
the Payment of the Money; whereupon 
I was ſet at Liberty, and was in hopes that 
what had happened was not made publick; 


but I was miſtaken, for, within a fer 
Days, I found my Acquaintance both in 
' Town and Country had Knowledge of it; 
which was Matter of great Uneaſineſs to 
me, ſince I concluded, ſuch a Diſcovery 


would bring all my Creditors upon me :- 
which tho' it did not immediately, yet it 
created ſuch a Jealouſy in their Minds, as 


it was not in my Power to remove, un- 


leſs J had actually paid them their Money. 


As ſoon as Mr. Cant had done his Buſineſs 
there (it being Term-Time) and I mine, 
which, indeed, was no other than-to buy 
the Patience of my Creditors, we travel- 
kd into the Country together, and, among 
other Things, began to think what Me- 
thod ſhould be taken to raiſe the 1200 J. 


which he had become bound with me 


for, I told him, as for my part, there 
was ſmall hopes of my doing-it, fince. my 
Js D 
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Credit was blaſted by this laſt Accident; | 


620) 


well, ſays he, do your beſt, and, if you 
cannot, let me know in Time, and I will 
ſee what I can do. I try'd, but in vain; 
the Time drawing near when. the Money 
was to be paid, Mr. Cant began to be un- 


der ſome Uneaſineſs as well as myſelf, and 
appointed a Day when I ſhould meet him 


at Nottingham. Accordingly I did : He 
try'd two or three Places (as he told me) 
to get the Money; but to no Purpoſe : 
Nor, ſays he, do I know where to go but 
they will conſult with Counſellor Athorpe; 
and that, ſays he, won't do; however I'tl 
write to Londen, and ſee, if I cannot gain 
a little more time of the Gentleman the 
Money is owing to; he had hardly ex- 


preſs'd himſelf in this Manner, when, all 


on a ſudden, ſays he, I'll try another Client; 
and, without ſaying more, left me at the 
Inn, and had not been gone above a Quar- 
ter of an Hour, before he returned. Now, 
fays he, I hope you'll be generous, I have 
done ycur Buſineſs for you; and tho' I. 
have fail'd of getting it of the Perſon 1 
went to, I have met with an honeſt 
Parſon in the Street, that has 1 500 l. 
by him at this Inſtant, to put out, 
and he ſays he ſhall be obliged 
ta me, if J can get him Security for 


it 


„ 
it; and that he fhall leave the Matter 
entirely to me, ſo that we have nothing 
more to do but to go and execute the 
Mortgage and Bond, and receive the Mo- 
ney; we went without more Delay to 
che Gentleman's Houſe, where we found 
him and his Daughter; there were very 
few Words or Ceremony us'd further than 
Mr. Cant's introducing me, as the Perſon 
that was to receive the Money. Mr. Cant 
or his Clerk read over the Mortgage and 
Bond, and, after they were executed, Mr. 
Lovett or his Daughter deliver'd to Mr. 
Cant three Bank- Notes 500 l. each: Which 
being done, he deſired me to go to the 
Inn, and ſtay for him *till he came; but 
he overtook me before I got there; I 
ask 'd him the Reaſon why he had ſtaid | 
behind; he reply'd, that it was to give a | 
Caution to the Gentleman and his Daugh- 
ter, not to mention it to any One; aſſur- 
ing them, I was a Gentleman of great For- 
une, and had juſt made a conſiderable 
WE Purchaſe ; and that I ſhould only want the 
Money for a Year ; hut that he would 
and good Security againſt the Time I 
IF ſhould pay it in, or elſe oblige me to pay 
the Intereſt till ſuch Time as he had pro- 
vided a proper Security : Becauſe, fays he, 
I thought ſuch Promiſes wauld prevent 


any 
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Sufpicion or Enquiry. - The next 
Ftop — by Mr. Cont - ſending his 
Clerk directly to London to 2 the 1200 J. 
which he was engaged with me for; up- 
on my deducting twenty Guineas which 
his Clerk had for his Expences and Trou- 
ble in carrying the Money thither, he 
told me he hoped I ſhould not think the 
Remainder of the Money received of Mr, 
Lovett too much for his Journies, Trou- 
ble, Procuration, making the Writings, 
and for the Hazard he run in becoming 
bound for me in ſo large a Sum. I, like 
moſt other Men, I believe, in my Con- 
dition, durſt not object to it, ſo that Mr. 
Cant, to ſhew how little conſcientious he 
was, ſwept the Whole. It was ſoon 
known that the 1200 J. before-mentioned, 
for which I had been Arreſted, was dif- 
charg'd ; which proved of Service to me 
for ſome Time, . becauſe my Creditors 
then began to think my Circumſtances not 
quite ſo deſperate as had been repreſented, 
ſo that they feem'd eaſy and quiet for ſome 
Time, as to outward Appearance at leaſt ; 
and the greateſt Uneaſineſs I labour'd un- 
der now, was from Mr. Cant's frequent 
Viſits, and the particular Liking he took 
to moſt Things of Value I had, fo that, 


in leſs Time than one Year, he had of me, 
dy with» 


8 
W without any other Conſideration than that 
of pretended Services done me, three Hor- 
*Z Fes out of my Stable, one whereof was a 
Grey Stone-Horſe, which coſt 'me 50 
2X Guineas of one Mr. Hall, Horſe-dealer, 
at the End of Bedford-Row ; one other 
vas a Bay-Horſe I bought of the Reverend 
Mr. Curtois near Lincoln, which coſt me 
either twenty Pounds or twenty Guineas, 
J do not well remember which: Both 
theſe he had within leſs than a Month af- 
ter I had bought them, ſound and free 
from any Accident; the other, which 1 | | 
valued at more than ordinary, and had 
once 80 J. offer'd for him, I had the Miſ- 
fortune to lame, but, before Mr. Cant had | 
him, he was got well, and, in my real | 
Opinion, as good and valuable as ever ; | 
he had likewiſe a Gold Watch, value 201. 
a large Silver Punch Bowl, the Value 
whereof I cannot juſtly recolle&, a Picture 
or Proſpect of Belvoir Caſtle, which I 
bought of Mr:=Roſe, in Beauford-Build- 
ings in the Strand, which coſt me ſeven 
Guineas, beſides ſeveral other Things, and 
large Sums of Money; all which, except- 
ing the Money, were notorious to great 
Part of the Neighbourhood, which na- | 
turally gave them Occaſion to ſuſpe& 2 
what ſhould be the Meaning of it ; And, | 
| upon p 
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- upon ſtrict Enquiry, Iimagine, they found 
had lately borrow'd ſeveral conſiderable 
Sums of Money, and thatMr. Can? was con- 
cern'd therein ; thoſe that thought it worth 
their While tb enquire, no doubt, ſpared no 
Pains in divulging it, as much as poſſible, 
to my Diſadvantage, which gave Occaſion 
to Mr: Cant's coming to Lincoln, and tel- 
ling me, he could not go into any Com- 
pany or Houſe, but I was the Subject of 
the Diſcourſe ; and that he was given to 
underſtand that ſeveral Writs and Execu- 
tions would be ſent againſt me in a ve 

ſhort Time, and therefore hoped I would 
give him a Warrant of Attorney to confeſs 
Judgment for 1200 J. or 1000 J. which I 
can't be poſitive, Since; ſays he, you 
know there is 260 J. which I borrowed 
for you lately, and for which I am bound 
with you, and ſhould any Thing happen 
to you, I muſt be anſwerable for it: And; 
fays he, there is above 200 J. due to me; 
fo that if you'll pleaſe to give Judgment 
for 12007. or 1000 J. you may be affur'd, 
I ſhall defire no more than what is really 
due to me, and my Clierits, upon ſettling 
Accounts. Upon my Compliance here- 
with he ſeem'd ſatisfied, but, Reports ſtill 
ſpreading to my Diſadvantage, within a 
very ſhort Time he came to me 2 5 to 


. 

py Lincoln, and defir'd I would aſk a Tenant 
of mine, who, "be underſtood, owed me 
a conſiderable Sum of Money, to join with 
me in a Bond and Judgment for 1000 /. as 
a collateral Security, - and then he ſhould 
þe contented, the World might talk as it 
would ; the Aflizes drawing near, I. told 
him if he would bring a Bond and War- 
rant of Attorney, I 9 try, in the 
mean while, and, if I could, prevail upon 
my Tenant to do it. When Mr. Cant 
came at the Aſſizes, I defir'd to ſee the 
Warrant of Attorney and Bond, and upon 
Inſpection found the Bond, &c. was made 
payable immediately; ' whereat I was ſur- 
priz'd, faying, I wonder'd how, he could 
expect I ſhould defire another Perſon to 
render himſelf liable to be broke up OY 
Mament for- a Debt of mine; belides, . 
told. you, it «as to be made for A Ter; ; 
atherwiſe he would not have agreed to do 
it. To which he reply'd, it was fill'd up, 
but that, I might depend upon it, he 
would tell my Tenant, it was made for A 
Vear; and. he actually aſſured, me, he 
would not make uſe of it within that Time: 
As our Concerns were ſo conſiderable, I 
could not diſpute his Word. That the Rea- 
der may not here take up a Prejudice againſt 


me for defiring my Tenant to be bound 
E with 
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with me, I muſt crave his Patience 
*till I ſtate this Matter in a true Light, 
which ſhall be» by and by: This being 
done, Mr. Cant ſeemed once more tolera- 
bly eaſy, aſſuring me, ſhould it lie in his 
Power, he ſhould be ready to diſengage 
me from my Troubles; and, in a ſhort 
Time, would let me underſtand who were 
my Enemiesat Lincoln; which he did; and I 
look'd upon this as a Mark of his Friend- 
ſhip. And yet, tho' I had then ſettled 
Matters with him, there ſcarce was a Day, 
in which for one trifling Debt or other, I 

was not either dunn'd, or, if I could not 
pay, Arreſted by Actions out of the City- 
Court at Lincoln; which they who were 
employ'd againſt me, muſt be ſenſible 
was contrary to Law, as I was an Attorney 
upon Record. But notwithſtanding they 
knew this very well, yet the Pleaſure they 
took in harraſſing me, made them regard- 
leſs whether they were legal or not, tak- 
ing all the Pains they could to prevail upon 
my Creditors to purſue the ſame Method, ſo 
that ſometimes I had not leſs than the Charges 
of three or four Actions in one Day to pay for 
trifling Debts under Ten Pounds; and when 
I endeavoured to convince them they were 


wrong, I met with no other Anſwer, than 
| this, 


0 — „ 
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this, Bail, Money, or Jail: This, no 
doubt, increas d the Clangyur of the Coun- 
try, and I had no ſooner got thro' theſe 
Difficulties but Mr. Cant ſent his Clerk, 
whom J accidentally eſpied, as I was look- 
ing out at my Window, riding by; and 
not making my Houſe an Jnn as formerly, 
I ſuſpected ſomething might be amiſs from 
that Quarter, after ſo much Noiſe as there 
had been made about me: Whereupon I 
called out to him, and aſk'd him, whether 
he was not come upon ſome Buſineſs rela- 
ting to me? He reply'd, he was, and 
ſhew'd me an Execution : Upon this, ſays 
I, Mr, Garner, I cannot imagine what 
your Maſter means; ſince this Method of 
| Proceeding will fall as heavy upon him as 
me; + beſides, you cannot get a Warrant 
upon this Execution, without the Know- 
ledge of the Under-Sheriff, who already 
has an Execution lodged in his Hands a- 
gainſt me for 1500 J. which is more than 
my Perſonal Eſtate will amount to; and 
you may aſſure yourſelf that before he will 
grant a Warrant upon your Execution, he'll 
levy that which he has in his Hand al- 
ready; beſides, could you get a Warrant 
of any of the Sheriff's Deputies, and get 
Poſſeſſion before the other, I believe the 
Law will adjudge that which was firſt left 
E 2 with 
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with the Sheriff, to be firſt ſerv'd.; there 
fore let me prevail with you to go back, 
and take a Lettefo your Maſter; in do- 


), 


— 


ing which you'll not N ſerve me, but 
him likewiſe ; which, at length, he agreed 
to. The Subſtance of my Letter was this: 


Firſt, that I was ſurpriz d at Mr. Cont's 


Proceedings, and that he muſt be ſenfible 
that, if I fell, he muſt do the ſame; and 
that as to his Execution, he would onhy 
come Second, and there would be nothing 
left; afſigning the fam Reaſons as I hat. 
done before to his Clerk; therefore begg'd 
he would come over to me, and did not 
doubt but I ſhould be able to point out 
ſuch a Way to him as would fecure him 


for any Sum of Money that was really due 


to him, and, by that means, prevent my- 
ſelf from being broke np: For I believed 
my Siſter would not levy her Execution, 
unleſs there was abſolute Occaſion for it: 
Theſe, with ſome other Particulars, were 
the Sum of my Letter, which would Mr. 
Cant produce, would confirm what J have 
now aſſerted; but, notwithſtanding all 
this, his Clerk return'd next Morning very 
early, I expecting him in Hopes of an An- 


ſwer to my Letter, but, inſtead thereof, 


he acquainted me that his Maſter had ſent 
him back with repeated Orders to get the 
| N | Execu- 
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Execution levy'd; but without any An- 
ſwer to the Particulars of my Letter. Find- 
ing Mr. Cant thus reſolute, I ſent to Mr. 
Beck, my Siſter's Attorney, and deſired 
he would enter her Execution: Which 
accordingly he did; and Mr. Cant's was 
entered ſoon after, but to no Purpoſe; 
whereupon I was obliged to abſcond in a 
Houſe of one of my: Tenants, where I. 
ſtaid that Day; the next Day being Sunday, 
I return'd to my Houſe at Lincoln, ſend- 
ing for ſuch of my Creditors as lived there, 
and deſired they would give me Time; 
which they all, excepting one Mr. Forſter, 
agreed to, taking ſuch Security as was of- 
fer d them: And Mr; Forffer made 
no Objection - but that it was- Sunday; 
but that, I might depend upon it, the next 
Day he would accept of ſuch Security as I 
had offer'd, and wou'd meet me, appoint 
what Place I would. This was a Perſon 
Thad dealt with for ſome Time, and had 
always paid ready Money to, excepting. at 
this Time; which was for an inconſiderable 
Sum which 1 had borrow'd of him, and 
therefore might reaſonably hope he would 
perform what he had promiſed. I began 
now to entertain Hopes of being able ta 
make up Matters with my Creditors, and, 
in order hereto, diſpatched a Meſſenger 
| to 
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to Mr. Cant, whom I deſired to meet me 
theDay following at a Tenant's Houſe where 
I defign'd to be: Where alſo I had appoint- 
ed Mr. Forſter to meet me; but, juſt as I was 
ſetting out for the Place, a certain Well- 
wiſher of mine came and affur'd me, That 
Mr. Forſter had order'd Bailiffs to meet 
him there, in order to Arreſt me: This, 
as may reaſonably be ſuppos'd, diverted 
me from my Purpoſe of going to the Place 
appointed ; which was no ſmall Prejudice 
to me, fince it prevented me from meeting 
Mr. Cant ; which, as I was told afterwards 
greatly exaſperated him, and it was no les | 
Concern to me on the other fide, ſince, 
had I ſeen him, I had great Hopes I could 
; have made up Matters with him. The 
| next Thing I heard was his ſeizing my 
|; Tenant's Goods by Virtue of the Judg-. 
ment which J prevailed upon him to give 
about a Month before; which Mr. Cant 
had aſſur d him was not to take Place till 
after a Year, and promiſed me likewiſe it 
| ſhould not; as is before related: This 
notwithſtanding, he fold all the Man's 
Stock and Goods for 100 and odd Pounds; 
which really, not twelve Months before, 
coſt 500/, Things being come to this 
Extremity, I * it proper to leave 
the Country. 


Having 
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Having gone thro' the Caſe itſelf, I 
ſhall now go about to prove ſuch Heads 
or Parts thereof as are in themſelves Ma- 
terial and moſt to the Purpoſe ; firſt be- 
ginning with the Affair of Mr. Graves + 
And, Whereas Mr. Cant is pleas'd to tell 
the World, that he was entirely a Stran- 
ger to my Circumſtances, and, being ſo, 
was deceived; I wou'd preſume to aſk 
him with what Face he can aſſert this: 
Since his Orders from Mr. Graves to 
Arreſt me were as plain as Words could 
expreſs, unleſs he bely'd Mr. Graves's 
Letter, which he read to me ; which Let- 
ter turn'd moſtly, if not altogether, upon 
Mr. Graves's: Fears or Apprehenſion in 
point of my Circumſtances, that I ſhould 
not be able to pay the Sum in Diſpute, 
which was not above fixty Pounds. This 
being Matter of Fact, and ſuch as I chal- 
lenge Mr. Cant, either as a Chriſtian, or 
Moral Man, to conteſt with me, he will 
not, I perſuade myſelf, deny it ; for how 
ſhou'd he? when my Circumſtances were 
as plainly laid open, and as much to his 
View, as they poſſibly could be; with this 
Reſtriction indeed, that they were not his 
own, but another Man's. Beſides, for the 
Truth of what I here advance, I appeal 
| " =_ 
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to Mr. Graves himſelf, who is now living 
at Serjeants-Imr, Phet-ftreet ; and there 
fore for Mr. Cant to pretend Ignorance, ot 
fay that he knew not what my Cirenms 
ftances might be at the Time our Ack 
quaintance commenc d, is no better than 
to amuſe the World by endeavouring to 
y a Burthen upon' me, 9 he cure. 

to bear himſelf. 
= to the Affair of Mr. Sbrey I am 
—_— ſtand: to the Deciſion of this 
tleman, tho' a Relation, Friend, 
be Client of Mr. Cant, whether I was 
not an entire Stranger to him ; whether 
Mr. Cant did not affure him, J was & 
Perſon of large Fortune; and going te 
purchaſe: an Eſtate ; whether he. did 
not give me the Title of Squire; aſſuring 
him moreover I did not belong to the Law; 
and whether he did not advance the Mo- 
ney upon the Credit of Mr. Cant alone; 
and wh ether he and his Councel, or both, 
did not aſk Mr. Cant, whether he ſaw my 
Siſter execute the Bond, and whether Mr. 
Cant did not. reply he did; and whether 
the pretended Writings, ſuppos dato be 
aſſign'd to me from a Relation, were not 
lodg'd in the Hands of Mr. Cent at his 
* and in his Truſt: And as to 
whate- 
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_ whatever elſe was tranſacted between Mr. 
A Mr. Cant, and myſelf, as ſet forth 
| e foregoing: Caſe, I am willing to 
ſand or 86 4 Tg as Mr. Storey ſhall 
atteſt, or not atteſt, the Fruth thereof; I 
mean ſuch Things as, Mr. Storey is ſup- 
pos d by. the Caſe to have a . 


of. 
In Confirmation of heed have charg'd 
Mr. Cant with, as to the Bond, which, it 
is ſuppos'd, my Siſter gave to Mr. Storey, 
I have no leſs ſtrong Evidence on my fide 
than that of Mr. Burton, who was at that 
Time Clerk to Mri Cant: Who, I dare 
fay, will fairly and impartially ſpeak what 
he knows of the Matter, that is; whe- 
ther he ſaw my Siſter execute the'Bond, 
and whether his Maſter was not at Grant 
bam at the very time he is ſuppos d to 
be a Witneſs to my Siſter's executing it 
at Lincoln: This being Matter of Fact, as, 
I doubt not, Mr. Burton will make appear, 
when call'd thereto, Mr. Cant's even great- 
eſt Friends muſt allow it to carry the high- 
eſt Preſumption of Guilt in it. 
Having ſaid thus much on this, I ſhall 
oceed to give a Remark or two upon 
. Lovett's Caſe, appcaling to him and 
his | Daughter whether I was known, » 
F e 
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the leaſt degree, to either of them, arite- 
cedent to my being introduc'd to them by 
Mr. Cant ; and whether it was not mere- 
ly upon the Credit of Mr. Cant that the 
Money was lent ; together with the fol- 
lowing Aflurances, made to them, that 1 
was a Perſon of large Fortune, that the 
Money was wanted to make up a conſide- 
rable Sum for the Payment of a Pur- 
chaſe I had juſt made; and whether it 
was not paid to him; whether alſo 
he did not ſtay behind, deſiring the Gen- 
tleman and his Daughter i in no wiſe to 
mention it, Theſe Facts, together with 
the Knowledge he muſt appear to have 
had from firſt to laſt of my Affairs, 
are, I hope, ſufficient to convince any in- 
different Perſon that he was the principal, 
nay, almoſt ſole Agent in every of them, 
and, of conſequence, to deſtroy that 
Pretence, whereby he would be glad to 
ſcreen himſelf, that is, that he was igno- 
rant what my Circumſtances might be at 
the beginning of our Acquaintance. Be- 
ſides, 1s it eaſy to imagine from the Thing | 
itſelf, that Mr. Cant ſhould be ſo weak and 
unknowing in his own Profeſſion, eſpecial- 
ly in a Matter of ſuch Conſequence, as 1s 
1500 J. as not to be able to diſtinguiſh 

real 
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real Deeds from counterfeit ; I will allow 
him to have no Knowledge where a Title 
is the Queſtion ; but no Man, could he be 
ſuppos'dever ſo Ignorant in other Reſpects, 
could be miſtaken whether there was an 
Eſtate or not, if he was minded to know it. 
Becauſe, on enquiring into the Premiſes, 
and of the Tenants the Rents, Cc. he 
might ſoon have been fatisfied whether 
there was an Eſtate or no. And I be- 
lieve this to be the Method of all honeſt 
and well-meaning Attornies, unleſs they 
be acquainted with all or moſt the Par- 
ticulars relating to an Eſtate ; and indeed 
this generally is the chief part of Country- 
Attornies Buſineſs, moſt People chuſing 
to have the Writings peruſed by ſome 
Councel. Theſe Things being conſider'd 
impartially, and as they are in themſelves, 
the Perſons who are molt intereſted in Mr. 
Cant's Favour, muſt be obliged to confeſs 
thus much, that he muſt have been either 
very Ignorant or very Knaviſh. 
Another Thing the Reader ougut to be 
acquainted with, is, Mr. Cant's receiv- 
ing of me at ſeveral Times, by way of 
Premium, Things of a very conſiderable 
Value; for the Truth of this J appeal to 
himſelf in the firſt Place, and to his and my 
F 2 - Neigh- 
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Neighbours in the next ; who a good part 
of them know he had of me all the Things 
I I have charged him with in the Caſe, for 
which he never paid any Conſideration, 
pretending he merited thein for his Ser- 
vice in keeping my Creditors. m you 
" Fexager: | 
As to Mr. Cant's un oſt Proceeding. a- 
gainſt my Tenant in — his Cook a a 
Month after Judgment given, tho' the 
= Man underſtood” it was not to take 
lace *till after a Vear; this cannot. be 
proved better than by the Decifion of the 
Court of Common-Pleas ; Which Court 
upon Application order'd Reſtitution of 
the Money the Goods were ſold for. 
This Act alone, without any leaſt Endeas 
vour to make it worſe, will arty lay o- 
n Mr. Cant's Principle. For, ſuppoſing 
1 guilty of all the 1 Things MI. Cant 
would willingly have me to Ss this. yet 
could be no Juſtification of, his inhu- 
man and unjuſt Treatment of my Tenant, 
Tho“ what has been advanced already, 
being Matter of Fact, may go a great. way 
towards ſetting off Mr. Cant in no agree- 
ble Character, yet I humbly conceive when 
the two following Particulars are clear'd 


vp, and made plain beyond Diſpute, vn 
WI 
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will not be the leaſt room leſt to doubt of 
his felfiſh'and unjuſtifiable Method taken in 
his Dealings with me all along: The firſt 


whereof -1 


there being many Reports 
ſpread, ſuch as that I had Mottgaged - my 
Siſter's Eſtate, under Pretence that I had 
bought it; and not only that, but that her 
Nanie was to ſeveral Securities for large 
Sunis of Money that I had borrow'd of Mr. 
Cant and others; theſe Things coming to 
her Ear, and from very creditable Perſons, 
ſhe could not be eaſy without ſending to 
Mr. Cant to know the Truth of them; 
and ſo aſk'd me if I was willing the ſhould 
ſend ; I conſented ; the thereupan pre- 
vailed upon a young Lady, one Mits Nancy 
Kirk an intimate Acquaintance. of hers, 
and Mrs. Porter, to go to Mr. Cant to 
know the bottom of the whole Affair: 
He receiv'd them with all Complaiſance, 
as knowing them very well : After they 
had been there a ſhort time, and refreſhed 
themſelves, they acquainted Mr. Cant with 
their Buſineſs, telling him moreover, that 
my Siſter could not be eaſy till ſhe knew 
the Truth from himſelf. and therefore 
they deſired, in her Name, his Anſwer, 
which was as follows: That he did not 
deſire either my Siſter or Mrs, Porter ta 
. be 
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be any way concerned with what was be- 
tween us, for that if I wanted 4000 J. 
more, I ſhould have it without their Aſſiſ- 
tance, or Words to this Effect : 'So that 
they came home ſatisfied, and made my 
Siſter eaſy alſo for a ſhort time. For the 
Truth of which (leſt Mrs. Porter ſhould 
be thought an improper Evidence) I ap- 
peal to Miſs Nancy Kirk alone, who lives 
now at Markham in Nottinghamſhire, and 
is a Lady of Reputation, Fortune, and 
unſpotted Character. Notwithſtanding my 
Siſter had receiv'd this Anſwer from Mr. 
Cant, yet, Reports ſtill ſpreading, as pre- 
judicial as before, ſhe began to be uneaſy 
again; and at laſt employ'd Mr. Thomas 
Beck of Lincoln, to write to Mr. Cant in 
her Name, ſignifying that the Report ſtill 
continued that I had Mortgaged her Eſ- 
tate to him, under pretence I had bought 
it: And that therefore as we were going 
to divide the Eſtate, thought proper to 
give him Notice, and deſire his Anſwer; 
which he was pleas d to give; and the 


following is a true Copy thereof, now in 


the Hands of Mr. Beck, 
STR: 
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7 Was favour'd with Yours, and as to 
Mr. Porter he did not mention his In- 
tent of dividing his Eſtate with Miſs Cu- 
nington at the Aſfizes ; but T ſhall fee him 
very ſhortly, and will then give you a more 


perfect Anſwer. 


J am, 
Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
Grantham, March | 
— Joux Carr. 


As being ſomewhat pertinent to what 
has been juſt now deliver'd, I ſhall pre- 
ſume to aſk Mr. Cant, whether he did 
not, when he and I firſt met after this, tell 
me that Miſs Kir and Mrs. Porter had 
aſk'd him ſeveral Queſtions ; to all of which 
he had anſwered in my Favour, and put 
every Thing (to uſe his own Word) in 
Statu Quo. Now can it be imagined by 
any one, even the greateſt Friend to him, 
and Foe to me, for here I challenge ſuch, 
that Mr. Cant would have gone through 
ſuch a ſeries of indirect Dealings, _ 

12 . — 
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ated with ſo much Deceit even againſt 
his Relations and Friends, had he been 
as Ignorant in point of my Circumitangs, 
as retends to be? or had not had 
-ſome other View beſides that of am honeſt 
and well-meaningAttorney ? Can it be pre- 
ſumed alſo, that any Man whoſoever that 
had ſo conſiderable Dealings with another, 
could have fit down eaſy and contented 
after ſuch plain Demonſtrations of the 
Fear and Apprehenfions my own Relations 
were in; otherwiſe my Siſter would not 
have ſent over, and employ'd Mr. Beck to 
write to him. But Mr. Cant was ſo far 
from being uneaſy, after theſe Alarms, as 
plainly appears by his Letter to Mr. Beck, 
as they muſt have been to him, had 
he been ignorant of the State of my Af- 
fairs all this time, that he did not- appear 
ir the leaſt concerned, but rather, the firſt 
time he ſaw me, made it Matter of Me- 
rit, even preſuming to tell me, he expect- 
ed ſomething extraordinary for this. Be- 
ſides, can it be ſuppoe'd that I durſt have 
conſented that my Siſter ſhould ſend to Mr. 
Cant to know the Truth of theſe Things, 
or that Mr. Beck ſhould write; had I not 
been ſure that Mr. Cant durſt not ac- 
knowled$e that he had or knew of any fuch 
Thing? No, as weak as I have been in 
| EY other 
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other Matters, yet I could not but be ſen- 
ſible, that had I deceived Mr. Cant, or been 
guilty of what is laid to my Charge, after . 
theſe Notices from my Relations too, 
L could expect nothing from him but 
the. Law an its utmoſt — and with- . 
out Delay; but, as is ſaid wy inſtead . 
of being, —_T or the leaſt ſtartled upon 
Rehearſal of, theſe Things, he made it 
Matter of Merit, telling me, at our next 
Meeting, he deſerv d ſomething extraor- 
dinary for it. 
; Having laid before the Reader ſuch Proof 
as is in my Power, and that in ſo plain and 
clear a Manner ,confidering the Nature of the 
Caſe, that, I hope, it won't admit of any Diſ- 
pute, I therefore flatter myſelf that it will be 
a Means to the Publick to interpret the 
Actions my Adverſaries, and Mr. Cant, 
in particular, may have been pleaſed to. 
charge me with, in a milder Senſe than 
— have hitherto done; and likewiſe 
induce them to think, I did not, nor could, 
intend any Fraud in any or all my Actions 
taken together: Since there did not, in a- 
ny one Inſtance,. accrue. to me the leaſt 
Benefit or Advantage farther than to gain a 
a little Time: And this, in my Conſcience, 
was the whole extent of my Deſign: And 
even this procecded from no worſe a Prin- 
G x ciple 
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ciple than a hearty and real Defire to pay 
my Debts ; for, while I could ſtand, there 
was Hope ; whereas, on the. other hand, 
if the Reader is pleas'd to examine Mr. 
Cant's Behaviour all along, it will mani- 
feſtly appear to him, that the Mark he le- 
velled at, was, in the firſt Place, to gain 
the Affections of my Siſter: Since the be- 
ginning of his Acquaintance with me had 
no other Baſis than a View he might pro- 
poſe to himſelf in her; after he was dif- 
appointed here, and found me inſolvent- 
in.regard to himſelf, he then projected a 
Scheme to pay himſelf, to the Detriment 
of one who was both his Relation and 
Client. And it muſt likewiſe evidently ap- 
pear that he borrowed the Money of Mr. 
Lovett, purely and with Deſign only to re- 
leaſe himſelf from the Engagement of the 
1200 J. and to convert to his own Uſe the 
Remainder, and not out of Reſpect or 
Friendſhip to me: fo that I think I need 
not fay more upon this Head, to prove that 
Mr. Cant did not from firſt to laſt act up- 
on any other Principle -or Motive than 
clf-Intereſt in the ſtricteſt Senſe. Lo 
As I have before defired the Reader not 
to entertain any Prejudice againſt me, for 
perſuading my Tenant to join with me in 
the Security I gave to Mr. Cant, till a pro- 
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= per Time ſhould offer; I ſhall now ſpeak 
= to that Affair more particularly, being fa- 
tisfied of the Miſrepreſentations it has met 
with to my Diſadvantage: And, firſt of all, 
I muſt beg Leave to acquaint the Reader, 
that, having an Inn, or Publick-Houſe, to 
lett in the Country, I advertis'd it; and, 
among the ſeveral Perſons that came to 
take it, was Mr. Palſgrave, the Perſon 
who join'd with me in the Security to Mr. 
Cant; who, at the time he took it, aflur'd 
me, he was worth, all his Debts paid, 
260 J. Tho' this Sum was not ſufficient 
for Stock: and Furniture of the Houſe ; 
yet, liking the Man and his Character, 
we came to Terms, and I lett him the 
Houſe, Fc. with Promiſe to aſſiſt him 
with what Money I cou'd ſpare ; but, within 
leſs than a Fortnight, he came to me with 
Tears in his Eyes, telling me, that, up- 
on ſelling up his Goods, and examining 
his Accounts, he found himſelf inſtead 
of being worth 260 J. to be 74“. 
worſe than Nothing. With this fo inge- 
nuous a Confeſſion of his Circumſtances I 
could not but be affected, and, aecording- 
Wo told him, that, notwithſtanding, he 
ould have my Houſe, and I would lend 
him Money to Stock it; and not only fo, 
but lent him part of the 74 J. and gave 
W-2;; my 
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my Bond for the reſt, ſo that it was the 
ſame to him as if I had paid all the Sum 
down; and, after I had done this, I had 
:No better Security than his own Bond, and 
a Warrant of Attorney, in Conſideration 
for a Sum which in the Whole amounted 
to near 500 J. It was upon this Bottom 
I T defir'd him to join with me in the afore- 
mention'd Security: And, I am inclined i 
to think, moſt People, had they been in 
my unhappy Circumſtances, wou'd have 
done no leſs ; however, this is the Truth, 
and, as ſuch, I ſubmit it to the Publick, to 
make what Interpretation of it they 
pleaſe, os ee e 
What I ſhall preſume to trouble the 
Reader with now, ſhall be a ſhort Detail 
of what has happened to me ſince the 
time of my Abſconding, with an Anſwer 
to ſome Inſinuations and Pretences of Mr. 
Cant; and firſt, as to his Pretence of hav- 
ing any Deed or Security whatſoever, that 
can any way affect Mrs. Porter's Jointure, 
this is abſolutely falſe: For, had I been 
ſo diſpos'd as to have done any Act, to in- 
cumber or charge the ſame, it was not in 
my Power, had even Mrs. Porter and the 
Truſtees themſelves join'd with me, by 
Reaſon the Eſtate is inveſted in Truſtees, | 
and ſettled upon me, and her far Lift 
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and to the Survivor of us two, and, after 
the Death of the Survivor, to the firſt, 
ſecond, third, fourth, and every other | 
Child, or Children, lawfully Begotten, to | 
be equally divided amongſt them, Share and 
Share alike; and, for want of ſuch Iſſue, to | 
the right Heirs of Mrs. Porter for ever: 
Which is a Settlement I humbly conceive 1 
of ſuch a Nature that, as I ſaid before, it 

was not in my Power any Way to affect: 
So, as to the Report that I had fold Mrs. 
. Porter's Jointure, or executed any Deed 
or Inſtrument whatſoever to Mr. Cant, or 
any other Perſon, with that Purpoſe or In- 
tent, I hope enough has been ſaid for Con- 
futation ; nor ſhould I have thought it 
worth the while to have taken Notice of 
it at all, had I not been ſenſible of the 
great Impreſſion this Report has made in 
the Minds of ſome Perſons, believing that 
I had either fold, or at leaſt endeavour'd 
to ſell Mrs. Porter”s Jointure ; whick is 
entirely groundleſs, and, I imagine, cal- 
culated for ſome or all theſe Ends ; either 
to make my Family uneaſy, raiſe the Re- 
ſentment, and encreaſe the Number of my 
Enemies, or that the Author of it may 
| recommend and ſet off his own Condition 


by Diminution of mine, 
| „ And 


—  — — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— I ——— ——ũ— — —— j. —— — 
— — 


— — — — — 
—— — — ——— — 
— Üüf 
6 ee en ee es ey at mags; 


— 


— ———— 


-- : = \ WV» * 
= > * 
— — r = 246» 
= ' — — — | — VL * 
— — — - _ , 
— << — 5 - r 


—  —— 
2 — 2 


— — — . 
; , ü — —— OT KY = 5 a * 
—— — — a 2 ** f | 


— . = — 
= E 
22253 


—— 


— 
— 
* 22 


— ³ͤwUw a es. Es tide ne —— ——— — 


-— =>, = 2 ps 3 
R 


1 
. 
7. 
i8 
1 «+, 
: 
: ; 
11 
1 
ta 
v4 
þ bf 
1 
by | 
WE 
1 
W 1 
f ; 
We #: 
2 
; 
i 


. 
ot 
4 = 
un 
ts 4 
4 
+ ;} Ls 
1 . 

1 14 * 
= 
MM 
we | 
1 

1 
U 1 


(46) 


And here I cannot without ſome Concern 
take Notice of another Report rais'd for no 
betteran End than the former ; whichis, that 
I ſhould treat Mrs. Porter Ill, and make her 
all along a Stranger to my Circumſtances: 
As to the former of theſe, I am ſure my 
Behaviour and all my Actions (excepting 
that of being Unfortunate) will acquit me 
in the Judgment of all that know us 
both : And as to the other Article my 
Enemies charge me upon, the concealing 
my Circumſtances from her, I muſt (i if 
this be a Crime) ingenuouſly confeſs it; 
but, at the ſame Time, can as truly affirm, 
it was done not in Diſ-eſteem, but out of 
Reſpect and Tenderneſs to her: For I 
am ſure it was always my way of think- 
ing, that it would have been a piece of the 
greateſt Cruelty to have ſuffer'd her I lay 
under the greateſt Obligations to, and have - 
the ſincereſt Love for,. to ſhare in my 
Troubles, whilſt it was in my Power to 
hide them from her : Neither was this all, - 
but, while my Circumſtances were not en- 
tirely deſperate, I ſtill entertain'd Hopes 
of getting thro' my Difficulties, which, 
had it pleaſed Providence to have favour'd 

me in, ſhould always have been kept far 


enough from her Knowledge. Beſides, : - 


what had been the Reſult of a Diſcovery 
0 


(647 
of this Sort? even this, certain Grief and 
Uneaſineſs to her, without any the leaſt 
Relief to myſelf : And this I can fafely 


declare that I ſhould think myſelf the hap- 


pieſt Man on Earth, could I be at Liberty 
to live with her in a Place ever ſo ob- 
ſcure, were I to dig for my Bread at the 
ſame time. Lew | Ck} Vee 

Whereas Mr. Cant is pleaſed to 
give out that he has a Letter from me, 
wherein I on I am at his Mercy for 
my Life; I cannot recollect I ever did 
write in ſuch a Stile, but if I have ex- 
preſs'd myſelf in ſuch a Manner as that ſuch 


a Conſtruction, or one to the ſame Effect, 


may be put upon it, it was owing not fo 
much to any Fear or Apprehenfion I was 
in from him, as to the Preſervation of my 
own Life, which I threatned to take a- 
way, incaſe he did not comply with what 
I requeſted of him at that, time, which 
was to mediate between me and fome of 
my Creditors, who were become ſuch by 
| Means of him. But, indeed, reflecting 
what Lengths he had forced me to run 
in Regard of Money lent me, I ſel- 
dom or never durſt write to him freely 
and without any degree of Fear, as I 
ſhou'd have done, had I been clear of him, 
leſt he ſhould conſtrue it as 2 Threat. 
1 How- 
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However, as it would be imprudent in 
me to defend myſelf againſt a Letter which; 


Jam not ſure, was ever in being, I chal- 


lenge Mr. Cant to publiſh a genuine Copy 


of all my Letters together; and if, from 


them in General, it can fairly and in an 
unſtrain'd Senſe be inferr d. that I- ſay 
any ſuch Thing as that my Life is at his 
Mercy, I "ſhall. be Willing — more 
A-do to oy this Point in his Favour. 
Again, Whereas he ſcruples not 
to ſay that I am indebted. to bim in the 


Sum of 1200 J. upon a Mortgage and a 


ment as a collateral Security: As to the 
frſt of theſe, I would ask him whether any 


- Conſideration was paid upon that Mort- 


gage, and whether he did not deſite me to 
execute the fame, with no other Intent 
than that it might appear to Mr. Storey he 
had ſuch a Thing zwhich he had promiſed 
him he would produce. And as to the Judg- 


ment, I inſiſt upon it, upon a fair and juſt 
Account ſtated between us, there cannot 


9 500“. due to him, without. bring- 
into Account the Horſes and other 


| T ings of Value. he had. of me ; or the 


ſeveral Sums of Money which he thought 
he merited for. his Forbearance : I aver 
moreover this Judgment to have been 


| NT in the Manner, and upon the Pro- 


miſes 


( 49 ) 
miſes ſpecified in the foregoing Caſe -: 
Beſides, had not Mr. Cant been ſenſible 
that the Mortgage which he has, was of 
no Signification, he would hardly have 
gone, as he did, to ſeize my Tenant's 
Goods, when he found my Siſter had ſeized 
mine; which is a plain Proof he did not de- 
pend upon his Mortgage, but was for ſecur- 
ing (right or wrong) what he could. If 
he had thought his Mortgage good, as he 
pretends to ay, he was upon a better Bot- 
tom, and needed not to have regarded my 
Perſonal Eſtate, let who would have it. 
Moreover, not contented with theſe 
Reports as idle as groundleſs, he has been 
pleaſed to inſinuate in his Advertiſement, 
as if my Servant, or other Perſon belong- 
ing to me, had deceitfully and felonioufly 
rode away with a Horſe belonging to a Gen- 
tleman at Greenwich : Whereas this is ſo 
far from being true, that I have it from 
under the Gentleman's Hand, that he 
lent me the Horſe for a Month certain at the 
Rate of two Shillings a-Day, and, for what- 
ever Time I was pleaſed to keep him over 
and above, to pay in Proportion : I did, 
indeed, hire the Horſe in another Name, 
and yet I cannot conceive this cou'd make 
an Act, otherwiſe and in itfelf honeſt, to 
be diſhoneſt; unleſs I, or other Perſon 


H . - Hp 


30. 

by my Order, had actually rode away with 
him, and converted him, or Value, to 
my own uſe: But this was fo far from be- 
ing my Intent or Deſign, that I appeal to 
the Gentleman to whom I, wrote ſeveral 
times, intimating that his Horſe ſhould be 
delivered to him or Order at ſuch and ſuch 
a Time. And I am willing to think 
he will own thus much, that his Horſe 
was delivered to him in better Con- 
dition than when I had him: And had 
not I been Advertiſed upon Account of 
him, he had been return'd much ſooner, 

for, ſeeing myſelf in the Daily Paper, I 
thought it would be imprudent in me, ei- 
ther to go with him myſelf, or ſend the 
Perſon with him that rode upon him : So 
that, I hope, that as this Matter is put in its 
true Light, my greateſt Enemies cannot, 

without a forced Conſtruction, pronounce 
this as an Act contrary to Honeſty : Be- 
tides, had my Intention in this Affair been o- 
ther than good, what could induce me to 
write to the Gentleman Time after Time, 
or why did I not (which is perhaps as 
likely a Thing as any, had my Deſign 
been bad) fell him, fince, it is certain, 

1 wanted neither Time nor Opportunity : 
Indeed ſome may tax me for hiring him 
in another Name ; but let ſuch firſt con- 
ſider my Condition, and then they will be 


able 


(1) 

able to judge whether it wou'd have been 
Prudent or Safe for me to have: gone by 
my own Name. | 
The Matter, I would next ſpeak to, is that 
of Oxfordſhire, which has perhaps made as 
much Noiſe as any one Affair J have beeti 
'concerned in, and therefore ſhall relate ir, 
or at leaſt what is moſt Material of it, in 
the Manner it fell out, being willing to 
ſubmit it to the Publick how far I may 
ſeem guilty herein: but, firſt, - I muſt beg 
Leave, by way of Introduction, to ac- 
quaint the Reader, that, having been for 
a conſiderable Time ſhelter'd by ſome 
Friends at Oxford, the greateſt part or all 
of which I ſpent in endeavouring to make 
up Matters with my Creditors, I at length 
thought it proper, eſpecially as one of my 
Friends had left the Place, to remove alſo : 
And accordingly did, ſetting forth for 
Brackley in Northamptonſhire; where alſo I 
had a Friend andAcquaintance ; ſtaying for 
a Month or fix Week shere, as, I believe; 
is the Caſe in moſt Country Places, People 
began to. reaſon within themſelves what 
ſhould be the Meaning of my ſtaying fo 
long, and at an Inn too: After various 
Conjectures on this Head, it was at length 
poſitively affirm'd that I wanted cither to 
take or buy a Houſe in that Country, and 
thereupon was aſk'd by ſeveral Perſons, 
| PO he- 
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whether I did not want to take ons; 


To ſome whereof I deny'd I did, 
as not having the leaſt Thought of that 
Kind; but, upon ſecond Thoughts, and 
conſulting with my Friend, it was con- 
cluded as a proper Expedient, to encou- 
rage that Report, by Reaſon it might, in 


all Probability, prevent further Enquiry or 


Suſpicion who or what I was; eſpecially 


as I might innocently enough, and with- 


out Blame, go about, and, upon ſeeing, 
offer a Price for this or that Houſe, fince 
I cou'd not be under any Obligation there- 
by, either to enter into actual Contract, 


or do the Parties themſelves any Harm 


further than a ſmall loſs of Time. Hav- 


ing thus conſider d of the Matter, I went, 
and, upon ſeeing them, made one or other 
Objection to ſome Houſes; till at length 


being deſired to look at one at Soulden in 


Oxfordſhire, I took it, finding it in many 
Reſpects to my Purpoſe, as, in the firſt 


Place, the Rent of both Houſe and Gar- 
den not exceeding 12 J. a Year, ſcituate in 
a by and obſcure Place, tho' otherwife 
pleaſant and agreeable enough, with as 
much Furniture alſo in it as I could have, 
or did intend to have, made ſhift with. 
With an Eye to theſe Conveniencies which, 
I ſaw, appertain'd to it, I took it, imagining 
I ſhould be cheaper off at a Place, that was 
to be my own, tho” but for a Time, than 

at 
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at an Inn. This, being known, put an 
End to farther Conjectures, and I had not 
been many Days at Soulden before my 
Houſe became much frequented, one 
Tradeſman or other daily offering me 
this or that Thing. in his Way; 
whom in general I put off with one 
Excuſe. or other: At the fame Time 
declaring to Mr. Oynon my Friend (as is 
before hinted) the great Uneaſineſs I was 
in to ſee the Tradeſmen coming ſo: thick, 
and, as it were, obtruding their Goods up- 
on me, ſince how to act I was at a loſs: 
For, ſhould I deny them, I thought it 
might not only give handle to my Land- 
lord to ſuſpect what were my Circum- 
ſtances, but alſo leſſen the good Opinion 
J had:gain'd in the Neighbourhood ; on 
the other hand, if I took their Goods, I 
had not wherewith to pay every one, ſo 
reſolved to take of them ſuch Things or 
Goods only as I could pay for on Delive- 
ry, and no Houſe-keeper can well be 
without. By acting in this Manner I was 
ſtrengthened in my Credit to that De- 
gree that the Tradeſmen grew more and 
more troubleſome, ſo that I had no third 
Medium, but either to take their Goods 
of them, or difpleaſe them. And indeed 
were I to relate every Fact with its Cir- 
cumſtances, as it occurr'd between theſe 

Perſons 
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Perſons and myſelf, it would be an endleſs 
Work; and therefore I ſhall content my- 
ſelf with ſpeaking to ſuch Matters and Re- 
ports as are moſt material; which will 
give the Reader as good an Inſight into 
my Affairs as if I were to trouble him 
with Particular s. 

The firſt whereof i is, that I had de- 
frauded one Mr. Robins of Banbury, Sil- 
verſmith, of a conſiderable Quantity of 
Plate : Now to ſet this Matter in its true 
Light; after I had been at Soulden ſome 
ſmall Time, I went to Banbury, where, 
ſtepping accidentally into Mr. Robins's 
Shop, I bought ſome few odd Things for 
which J paid, and beſpoke as many other 
Goods as came to about 9 /. and theſe 
alſo I paid for upon Delivery. This Gen- 
tleman, hereupon, preſſing me for my Cuſ- 
tom, 1 promiſed him, when I ſhould have 
Occaſion for any Thing more in his 3 
to lay out my Money with him: Not 
tisfy'd with this Anſwer, he ſtill continu- 
cd to preſs me for Orders, which at length 
I gave, with Intent rather to make him 
eaſy, than any real Defire J had to his 
Goods, as will appear by my Behaviour 
hereafter : Since, within the Space of three 
or four Days, I ſent a ſpecial Meſſen- 


ger with a Letter to os or his Mo- 
ther 


{35:1 

ther (Ido not now remember which) coun- 
termanding my Orders; aſſigning for my 
Reaſon that it was not convenient for me 
to part with ſo much Money till Chr:/t- 
mus; reflecting, by that Time, I ſhould 
know the Event of my Affairs, but, not- 
withſtanding, they might depend upon it, 
that, when I ſhould have Occaſion, I wou'd 
have *em of them; or Words to this Ef- 
fect were writ by me. Accordingly Mrs. 
Robins return'd me for Anſwer, that her 
Son was gone for London, but the wou'd 
write to him that Night, and acquaint him 
with the Contents of my Letter. About 
a Week after this Mr. Robins return'd 
from London, and acknowledg'd the Re- 
ceipt of his Mother's Letter, but, not- 
withſtanding, told me, he had brought me 
ſome Things to look at, out of which I 
choſe as many as came. to twenty odd 
Pounds, and paid him for 'em, and have 
his Receipts to produce. | 

Some ſmall Time after this, he in- 
formed me that he had got another Par- 


cel- of Goods from London, and that if 


I wou'd' give him my Note payable a 
Month or ſix Weeks after Date, it wou'd 
be as ſerviceable to him as Cath ; or Words 
to the ſame Effect: Which I at laſt agreed 
to (but not without ſeveral times refuting 

to 


— 
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to give my Note or have the Goods.) Up- 
on giving my Note, he gave me a Receipt 
upon the Bill of Parcels : In a very ſhort 
time after he had accepted it, he came 
more than once to aſk me for the Mon 
long before it was really due; whereat 
was uneaſy, and imagined he ſuſpected 
my. Circumſtances, and not only once, but 
ſeveral Times, intreated him to take back 
his Plate, *till ſuch time as I ſhould pay 
him ; which he, on the other Hand, as 
ardently refus'd ; tho at the ſame time he 
told me, there were ſeveral Reports ſpread 
to my Diſadvantage ; and indeed it prov'd 
too true ; And, before the Note I gave 
him became due, I was fo unfortu- 
nate as to be obliged to quit Saalden up- 
on a few Hours Notice, being given to un- 
derſtand by a Friend that Bailiffs were 
at Brackley, intending to come next Morn- 
ing to Arreſt me: whereupon I remov'd 
with Speed, and, as ſoon as had got to a 
Place where I might think myſelf ſafe, 
ſent poſitive Orders to the Perſon whom I 
had left in Truſt to manage the Houſe, 
to return to every Perſon ſuch Goods as 
were not paid for, and, ſuch as were paid 
for, to ſell, and diſpoſe of the Money to 
ſuch Creditors as I mention'd-to him in 
my Letter: And had my Orders been 
Y E ſtrictly 
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ſtrictly obſerv d, my Arrears there had 
been almoſt inconſiderable: But my Cre- 
ditors, being every one impatient to make 
up his Loſs, had taken all or moſt of the 
Effects that were left by Force, before my 
Orders came, tho' they got there in five 
Days from the Time I left the Place: But 
wh ich of my Creditors they were, or what 
Goods each Perſon took, I have not yet 
been able to learn, further than that in ge- 
neral they had them all amongſt them, 
dang tr ko Plate which I took with 
Part whereof I had actually paid for, 

and the reſt bought not only legally but 
with a full Intent and Purpoſe to have paid 
for it; neither ſhould- I taken this Plate 
away with me, had I not been at that 
Time ſhort in Money, and, not knowing 
what Place to go to, I was obliged there- 
to. And fo far from being indebted in 
that Neighbourhood in 1500 J. or 2000/. as 
ſome have been pleaſed maliciouſly to in- 
ſinuate, I can be very poſitive, upon a 
fair and juſt Computation, I do not owe, 
in all, much above 200 /. without maki 

any Deduction for all the Effects that were * 
left in the Houſe. 

Before I quit this Particular I muſt ex- 
plain the Reaſon and Deſign I had in pur- 
chafing the Houſe at Soulden; the Gentle- 
man I took it of, being ready and difpos'd 
X7 the I to 
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to make Alterations and Repairs far more: 
than I deſir'd, it was matter of Concern to 
me, when I reflected how uncertain and 
precarious my Abode there might be; 
and, he talking of ftripping ſome. 
Out-houſes, with all Speed, and doing 
ſome other Things, I thought it the 
beſt Way to propoſe to buy the Houſe, 
by which Means, I imagined, I ſhould be 
able to divert him from making ſuch Al- 
terations and Repairs as he ſeem'd deter- 
mined upon, and not only fo, but, in Caſe 
I found I could not manage my Affairs ſo 
as to ſtay there, one Occaſion or other 
would offer for me to break off the Bar- 
gain: Conſonant to ſuch Thoughts, 
after we had met once or twice, he ſet a 
Price, and I could do no leſs than bid, and 
within a very little Time was accepted. 


This was fo far from being any Advantage 


to me, that it was in ſome Reſpect other- 
wiſe, ſince I had the Gentleman to pay 
that drew the Articles. And every Per- 
fon muſt know I could reap no Benefit or 
Advantage from this Tranſaction or Bar- 
gain, *till an abſolute Conveyance ſhould 
be made to me, which I could never think 


of till the Purchaſe-Money was paid: So 


there is, I humbly hope, no Room left 


for an evil Conſtruction to be put upon 
this Caſe; For, I declare, the only Mo- 
5 b tive 
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tive that induced me to buy the Houſe, - 
-was purely to prevent my Landlord's lay- 
ing out his Money ; and I make no doubt 
but it will clearly a to him, to have 
| a from this Diſpoſition, when 
he comes to compare it with my Diſcourſe 
at purchaſing the Houſe, and the Objec- 
tions I always made when he propos'd any 
Alterations or Repairs. Another Circum- 
ſtance relating to this Affair is, that this 
Houſe had not been inhabited of ſome 
Vears before I went to it, nor was there 
a Probability it would have been ſo, had I 
not gone to it: Befides, if my Account be 
true, which I had from Perſons whom, -I 
think, I may depend upon, he was no 
Loſer by me. As to the Truth of what 
I have faid as well with Reſpect to 
Mr. Robins and Landlord, as Tradeſmen, 
Cc. I appeal to theſe Perſons themſelves, 
'whoſe Names I have ventured to mention, 
without enlarging more on this Head, than 
to anſwer an Objection or two, which 
may reaſonably be made by fome ; as, in 
the firſt Place, what could be my Aim or 
Deſign in the whole of this Affair, there 
not being the leaſt Probability of my ſtay- 
ing long there? as appears from what has 
been faid : To this I anſwer, that, having 
at that Time not fewer than fixteen Tick- 
| ets in the Lottery, and the Time of Draw- 

. 12 ing 
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ing being near at . I thought 1 
might, in Reaſon, hope for ſo much Suc- 
_ as to be able, upon the Reſult, to 

off Scores in that Country, and baven 
Plice to reſt in; tho', I muſt own, my 
Hopes did not terminate here, being ex- 
tended to ſomething higher ſtill: As, I be- 


lieve, is the Caſe of moſt Men in Diftreſs, 
as was then, being willing to flatter myſelf, 


whilſt there was even the leaſt Shadow of 
Hope, ſomething or other would turn out 
extraordinary in the End; but, alas ! . how 
much was I deceiv'd ! ſince, out of whole 
ſixteen Tickets, there was but one ten- 
Pound Prize, und with this J purchaſed 
another; and this proved a Blank: 

This Reaſon for my taking the Houſe, 


however airy and fantaſtic it may appear, is 


yet the true one: And I ſhall ſay no more 
in Vindication of it, than that it had a 
good Intention for its Baſis, ſince I meant 
thereby, had Providence ſo order'd, to have 
diſtributed the Profits amongft my 59 7 
tors. : 
To ny CreviTors, 
Gentlemen, 
S it is my Misfortune to be debarred 
from appearing in Perſon either 
to wipe off ſome Aſperſions my Ad- 
verſaries have been pleaſed to caſt upon 
me, or to wait upon you, to lay before 
| you 
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you the Cauſe whereby I am rendered in- 
capable of paying you at preſent; I hum- 
bly beg the Favour of the Publick, and, of 
you, in particular, that you would lend me 
your Patience, while I ſpeak to the three 
following Heads; which if you pleaſe to in- 
dulge me in, it may, I hope, give you, 
if not a perfect, yet a tolerable Idea from 
what Principle or Motive my Misfortunes at 
firſt proceeded, and not only ſo, but be a 
Means alſo to convince you, that I cannot 
have acted with a baſe and fraudulent Deſign, 
as ſome are pleaſed to inſinuate. And, 
firſt, I ſhall lay before you a brief Account 
of the many Inconveniencies, Expences 
and Loſſes, I have been drawn into by 
Means of Mr. Cant, excluſive of thoſe 
mention'd in the foregoing Caſe. At the 
very Time I became unfortunately ac- 
quainted with him, I was thinking of a 
Method how to retrench my former Way 
of Living, that I might the ſooner be able 
to diſcharge my Debts; and, in purſuance 
of ſuch Thought, was fully determin'd 
to have laid before you the true State of 
my Affairs; which had I done, I had been, 
I believe, at this Day a happy Man; but 
Mr. Cant, by his Profeſſion of Friendſhip, 
and Engaging to carry me through my 
Troubles, made' me ſoon change my. Re- 
ſolution; being overjoyed to think I ſhould 

not 
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ing being near at 3 I thought 1 
might, in Reaſon, hope for ſo ck Suc- 
_ as to be able, upon the Reſult, | to 

off Scores in that Country, and have a 
Place to reſt in; tho', I muſt own, my 
Hopes did not terminate here, being ex- 
tended to ſomething higher ſtill: As, I be- 
lieve, is the Caſe of moſt Men in Diftreſs, 
as I was then, being willing to flatter myſelf, 
whilſt there was even the leaſt Shadow of 
Hope, ſomething or other would turn out 
extraordinary in the End; but, alas! . how ＋ 
much was I deceiv'd ! fince, out of whole 
fixteen Tickets, there was but one ten- 
Pound Prize, and with this J purchaſed 
another; and this proved a Blank: 
This Reaſon for my taking the Houſe, 


however airy and fantaſtic it may appear, is 


yet the true one: And I ſhall fay no more 
in Vindication of it, than that it had a 
good Intention for its Baſis, ſince I meant 
thereby, had Providence ſo order'd, to have 
diſtributed the Profits amongſt my N 
tors, 
To my CREDIrons, 
Gentlemen, 
S it is my Misfortune to be debarred 
from appearing in Perſon either 
to wipe off ſome Aſperſions my Ad- 
verſaries have been pleaſed to caſt upon 
me, or to wait upon you, to lay before 
| you 
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you the Cauſe whereby I am rendered in- 
capable of paying you at preſent; I hum- 


bly beg the Favour of the Publick, and, of 


you, in particular, that you would lend me 


your Patience, while I ſpeak to the three 
following Heads; which if you pleaſe to in- 
dulge me in, it may, I hope,. give you, 
if not a perfect, yet a tolerable Idea from 
what Principle or Motive my Misfortunes at 
firſt proceeded, and not only ſo, but be a 
Means alſo to convince you, that I cannot 
have acted with a baſe and fraudulent Deſign, 
as ſome are pleaſed to inſinuate. And, 
firſt, I ſhall lay before you a brief Account 
of the many Inconveniencies, Expences 
and Loſſes, I have been drawn into by 
Means of Mr. Cant, excluſive of thoſe 
mention'd in the foregoing Caſe. At the 
very Time I became unfortunately ac- 
quainted with him, I was thinking of a 
Method how to retrench my former Way 
of Living, that I might the ſooner be able 
to diſcharge my Debts; and, in purſuance 
of ſuch Thought, was fully determin'd 
to have laid before you the true State of 
my Affairs; which had I done, I had been, 
I believe, at this Day a happy Man; but 
Mr. Cant, by his Profeſſion of Friendſhip, 
and 'Engaging to carry me through my 
Troubles, made me ſoon change my Re- 
ſolution; being overjoyed to think I ſhould 


not 
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not have Occaſion to expoſe, or make 
known, my private Difficulties, which had 
been ſo long a Terror to me: But this 
Shew of Friendſhip and Grimace prov'd of 
bad Conſequence | with Regard to me, 
ſince I had him not only to 'treat upon 
all Occaſions, and at all Meetings, but 
was ſubje& to his Call under Pretence 
of going to one Place or other to bor- 
' row Money: The Expence of all 
which, as I treated both him and his Ser- 
vant, fell heavy upon me, beſides paying 
him for Journies, which, I verily believe, 
he pretended to make, upon my Account, 
in order to charge me for them, when, in 
reality, he went upon other Buſineſs. My 
Reaſon for thus thinking is, that he would 
ſeldom or never take me along with him to 
the Party of whom he pretended to bor- 
row any Sum, but, while he went, I was 
to ſtay at an Inn; theſe Proceedings tho' 
they were Matter of Grief to me, yet, as 
I had implicitly given myſelf up to his 
Management and Direction in Confidence 
of his Sincerity, being ſeduced alſo by 
his fair Promiſes to diſengage me from 
my Troubles, I dar'd not to ſhew 
the leaſt Uneaſineſs or Suſpicion of any 
Kind, for fear I ſhould give him any Diſ- 
guft, being forced on all Occaſions to 
comply with whatever he propos'd, fo 
| mes that, 
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that, in ſhort, Iwas no better than his Tool: 
And I will undertake to make it appear, 
that every Action of Importance wherein I 
may have err'd was the Effect of Force, and 
not of Choice: (Which Caſe, by all Laws 
human and divine, has hitherto gone un- 
puniſhed:) For, very often, when he was 
in want of Money himſelf, he would ſend 
for me to come to him to Grantham, and 
have a Bond ready drawn for 100 J. or 
other Sum as he had Occafion for; after I 
had executed it, he carry'd it to one or o- 
ther of his Clients, who, he knew, had 
ſuch a Sum to let out, and would rely 
upon his Recommendation ; (with Pre- 
' tence all this while the Money was for me) 
and leſt he ſhould meet with a Perſon that 
might object to a ſingle Bond, to prevent any 
Inquiry or Diſappointment, would make an 
Offer to join in it; thus did he miniſter 
to his own Wants, and fave his Credit, 
whilſt he every Day not only weaken'd 
my Credit, but Purſe likewiſe. As ſome- 
thing parallel to what I have been faying, 
I ſhall offer the following Action of Mr. 
Cant, Having a Writ ſent to me from a 
Gentleman in Carey-ftreet, London, againſt 
a certain Baronet, in Lincolnſhire, I choſe 
rather to ſignify to him by Letter that I 
had ſuch a Thing, than put him to the 
Expence and Scandal of Bailiffs ; and _ 
1 
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if he pleas'd to make the Matter up before 
the Return, it would be more ſatisfactory 
to me than to take other Methods: This 
he promiſed Time after Time; but fail- 
ing, and the Return. being near, I 
deliver d the Writ to Mr. Cant, deſiring 
him to ſee what he could do, as living 
nearer to the Gentleman than I did; and 
in a very ſhort Time he got the Money, and 

ve me Advice of it, with Aſſurance I 
ſhould have it in a few Days: As ſoon as 
the Gentleman that ſent. the Writ to me, 
underſtood the Money was paid, he, no 
doubt, expected it ſhould be return'd. to 
London; but this I could not do 'till ſuch 
Time as I had received it of Mr. Cant, 
who promiſed it to me Time after Time 
for the Space of two Months; but at 


length told me, he could not let me have 


it at all, but would charge it to Account; 
during which Time, I lay no leſs liable to 
the Reflection than Suſpicion of the Gen- 
tleman that truſted me with the Writ, 
who had no ſmall Trouble before I could 


pay him the Money: So that in every Ac- 
tion I was concern'd with him in, I was 


a Loſer either in my Reputation, or in 
Regard of my Circumſtances. 


=—_ 


Another Inſtance of his impairing me 

in Point of my Circumſtances, was his.un- 
fair and illegal Proceedings againſt my Te- 
4 1 
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pant, whereby he rendered him entirely in- 
capable of ever paying me, tho' the Sum 
was not much leſs than 500 J. beſides the 
Loſs I ſuſtain'd by the Houſe's becoming 
un- tenanted, and juſt at a Time when it 
was coming into Reputation for Buſineſs: 
Which. has proved of greater Detriment to 
me than J can eaſily account for: And I 
may not only juſtly and truly charge him 
with all this, but he alſo was the Means 
or Inſtrument of all my Effects being ſold 
up; as appears from the Caſe itſelf, fo 
that, in ſhort, | inſtead of diſengaging me 
from my Troubles, as was profeſs'd by 
him, he ſtill, Step after Step, invalved me 
in greater and leſs ſupportable Difficulties; 
and all under the Miſe of unfeigned and 
ſincere Friendſhip. Gentlemen, what can 
be a greater Argument of a treacherous 
and baſe Heart than to raiſe a Confidence 
in a Perſon, and then deſert him? but this 
manifeſtly appears to be the Caſe here; 
and, the worſt of all is, there is no ſecu- 
ring one's- ſelf againft ſuch Perſons. Theſe 
and many other Oppreſſions which I have 
met with from Mr. Cant, and one other 
Perſon whom I don't chuſe to mention 
at this Time, but ſhall at a proper Op- 
portunity, have been the real and true 
Cauſe of my Incapacity at preſent to pay 
you, and net a deſigning and knavifh 
K Prin- 
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Principle (as inſinuated by ſuch as reap 
more Benefit by my Diſtreſs than the 
World may imagine) to defraud you of 


your Money. 


The ſecond Head I W to treat of 


is, the anſwering to ſome Things that have 


been alledged againſt me, as firſt, why 1 
abſconded, and why I did not ſurrender 


myſelf if „ Thus much I can 


truly ſay, that it was not out of any Fear 
or Apprehenſion from Mr. Cant that I did 


abſcond, ſince, had it been ſo, I ſhould 


hardly have ſtaid to parley with him from 
Friday to the Tyeſda 7 following, eſpecially 
had I beep guilty of any ſuch Offence as 
he would make-me ; hefides, what Signi- 
fication would it have been 'of to 'me to 


have ſent ta ſuch of you as were in the 


Country on the Sunday, or have given all 
of you 'Frouble afterwards, or put myſelf 
to the Expence . you may remember) in 
petitioning you for Time, if all this while 


my Life was in the Power of Mr. Cant? No, 


you, Gentlemen, all of you together, were 
the Cauſe of it, fince I did not nor could 
entertain ſuch a Thought, as that he could 
cither have the Inhumanity, or durſt pro- 


ceed in the Manner he has done: Which, 


I am yery ſure, muſt be contrary. both to 
his Judgment and Inclination ; and nothing 
Epuld have induced him to enter into ſuch 


Mea- 
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Meaſures but a Senſe of the deſtitute Con- 
dition I am in, and therefore unlikely to 
be able to defend myſelf, or that he might 
make Things appear with the better Face 
on his Side, It was my Reſolution, had 
you, Gentlemen, given me a little Time 
according to my Requeſt; to ſurrender 
myſelf immediately, and ſtand or fall by 
the Sentence of a Court as to any Thing 
Mr. Cant might have alledged againſt me: 
But, when J found you all deaf to every 
Thing I could fay (which I am willing to 


think proceeded not ſo much from any 


Averſion you might conceive againſt me 
as from a Miſrepreſentation my Affairs 
met with at that Time) it would have 


been highly imprudent in me to have furs 


rendered when almoſt every Perſon would 
take it into his Head to pronounce my 
Sentence without either knowing my Crime, 
or hearing what I had to fay for myſelf ; 
Nor were theſe the only hard Meaſures 
met with, being alſo deſtitute of Money 
and Friends: Nay, thus fituate; I found 
that bare Accuſation, from my Adverſary 
himſelf, went for Proof with others: 
| Whereas it has likewiſe been objected to 
me, that I did not put in Anſwers to the 
Bills in Chancery that were filed againſt 
me? To this I anſwer, that it was not 
from Want of Inclination that I did not: 
I K 2 Since 
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Since I wrote to three different Gentlemen 
belonging to the Six-Clerks- Office to be 
concerned for me, who all thought pro- 
per to deny me; ſo, what could I do, be- 
ing deſtitute of Friends, Money, and every 
Thing elſe 3 for a Defence; but 


now, by Means of a Friend unexpected, 


1 am preparing, and in a ſhort Time ſhall 
ut in, Anſwers to thoſe Bills that are filed. 
Hang given you a brief [Account of 


many Inconveniencies and Expenees that 


attended my Acquaintance with Mr. 
Cant, and alſo anſwered ſuch Objections 
as have come within my Knowledge, I 
ſhall now preſume in the laſt Place to lay 
before you (for ye are concerned in an eſ- 
pecial Manner) the Particulars following: 
If I, all this Time, had been acted by a ſi- 
niſter or knaviſh Principle, ſo as to intend to 
cheat or defraud every one I had to do 
with, why ſhould I have been at all the 
Expence, Trouble, and Uneaſineſs in 

dancing after Mr. Cant for ſo many Years? 
was it not purely for this, to get clear of 
my Troubles, if poſſibly 1 might, at any 
Rate? ſtill fatter; ing myſelf that one' Op- 
portunity or other would offer in my Fa- 
vour. Then it is ſufficiently known to 
many that at May- day laſt but one, (which 
was barely fifteen Days after Mr. Cant 
ſent his Execution) I defign'd to have gone 


to 
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to a Farm-Houſe to have lived, and ſol 
up my perſonal Eſtate, in order to have 
made ſuch of you, Gentlemen, eaſy as preſs d 
me moſt, and gain'd Time of the reſt. 
Again, what could be my Intent or Deſign 
in petitioning you for Time, if I had not 
a real Deſire to pay you ? Add to this that, 
if my Principle had been ſo baſe (as ſome 
ſcruple not to ſay). I might, before either 
my Siſter or Mr. Cant had enter'd their 
Executions, have granted a Bill of Sale, 
and gone off with the Money, ſince I 
wanted not Time for it: And not. only 
this, but I have had at ſeveral Times large 
Sums of Money by me of other Peoples, 
which I eaſily might, had I been ſo diſ- 
pos d, have gone off 7 and us'd ſeve- 
ral other Means to raiſe Money, and gone 
to any Part of the World without che feaſt 
Interruption or Fear, had I been either ſo 
regardleſs of my Family, or ill-diſpos'd 
towards my Creditors, as reported: And 
whereas ſome Perſons are pleaſed to ſay, I 
have done ſo, this of all others is Matter of 
great Uneafineſs to me; and I do declare that 
at the Time I game away from Lincoln, I 
had but one Guinea, and that in either 
Money or Effects I have not had from thence 
ſince above three Guineas, tho' I have 
been obliged to abſcond for the Space of 
more than one Year, Should it be aſked 

then, 
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hen, how I have ſupported myſelf in this 
Time: My Anſwer 1s plainly this; by bor- 
rowing Money where I could; and even 
this I muſt impute to Mr. Cant, finee, 
had not he extorted from me one Sum af- 
ter another, I had not been reduced to 
this unwarrantable Way of Living; but, 
Gentlemen, be pleas'd to conſider, what 
could I do? Want of Liberty deprived me 
of endeavouring to get my Bread; all- my 
Friends and Acquaintance had turn'd their 
Backs upon me : I made feveral Attempts 
to board in a Fanner's Houſe, in order to 
have wrote, and made my Caſe known to 
the World, as ſeveral can teſtify whom 1 
applied to: But all in vain : Then, I fay, 
how could I ſubſiſt, thus deſtitute of Mo- 
ney, Friends, and wanting my Liberty, 
but in the Manner I have told you? which 
(as God is my Witneſs) was far from being 
any Pleaſure or Satisfaction to me, but real 
Neceſſity forced me to it. Indeed I have 
been blamed for not going Abroad where I 
might have had my Liberty, and got my 
Bread: But, alas ! it is to little Purpoſe to 
ſeek for Eaſe in any Place, if one can't 
find it in himſelf, which I could never do- 
unleſs I could forget the Name of Cred:- 
tor, and that I ever knew that good, nay 
beſt of Women, Mrs. Porter ; could I in- 
deed have looked upon theſe Things as 
| Frifles 7 
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Trifles, and * nought but my own 
Safety, I might haye ſtaid when I was in 
France; — my Safety was, and is, the 
leaſt of my Concern, as muſt appear as 
well from my Return from Abroad as the 
Propoſal following: And I do aſſure you, 
that I had rather die in endeavouring to 
put myſelf in ſuch a Way as that there 
might be Hopes of paying you, and clear- 
ing myſelf of ſo much of the Burthen as my 
Adverſary ought i in Juſtice to bear, than to 
live in the greateſt Safety, nay Plenty too, 
under the Reflections I am at preſent. 
Therefore, Gentlemen, without Multi- 
plicity of Words, let me humbly i intreat you li 
ws make a ſtrict Enquiry into the Truth of 
Particular here advanced, and, if you 
find? have inſerted what is falſe in any De- 
gree, I defire not the leaſt Favour or Mercy 
from you; but, if it ſhallappear to you other- 
wiſe, Iflatter myſelf, you'll judge with more 
Lenity than hitherto you have done, and 
look upon me rather as an unfortunate than 
knaviſh Man; hoping, at the fame Time, 
you'll not forget to take into Conſideration, 
the ſmall Knowledge and Experience of 
the World it may be ſuppos'd I could have 
at my firſt Acquaintance with Mr. Cant, not 


being then OY above 21 Years of Age ; | 

which 5 is the Rock I ſplit upon. And, in | 

Confirmation of the real and hearty Deſire 
1 


1 
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of taking an open and 
meet, and agree to give 
and accept of ſuch Security as is in my 
Power to give, Iwill, without Delay, fur: i 


1 ive of piyingyou all tor a Farthing, and 4 
Tryal; if you'll} 
reaſonable Time, 


render myſelf to you, and lay before you ? 


ſome n which may be a Means to 


induce you to judge morg favourably, and 
then conſent you deliver me . Cant, 
for the Reward he has offer d with which 1 
after you have defray d the Expences 
ſuch Meeting, you are at Liberty to diſpo 
of the Remainder to the pooreſt of my 
Cteditors, or in what other Manner you | 
1hell. pleaſe : If you, Gentlemen, are diſ- 


poſed to comply with this, I can't help 
thinkigg, from the Light I view my ng 1 


in, but there is ſtill a Probability 
paying you; at leaft my Endeavours all 1 
tend thereto all my Lite to come: And 1 


do aſſure you it would be more Pleaſure to 
me, to diſcharge my Debts, than it could 


be to you to receive your Money, D 4 
were. this to be, it would be a plain De- 8 
moaſtration that I am not the Man Lam 


* repreſented to be; Which! is all I ors 1 
N attain to in this World. 


